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CHAPTER - 1 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was a great personality and 
visionary. He was a born rebel and revolutionary but apart from that, he 
was an excellent statesman, an able administrator and an excellent mind. 
He was a military genius with natural leadership qualities. Morally, 
spiritually and intellectually also, he was a giant. 
 He was passionately devoted to the cause of Indian freedom from 
his youthful days and pursued his aim with uncommon zeal and single 
mindedness. His patriotism was beyond doubt. All these salient features 
of this great personality are revealed in his writings and speeches - 
formal or informal - and so it has been my earnest endeavour to study 
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Subhas and his mind through his letters, articles, speeches and 
statements.  
 Non-fictional works have attracted critical attention these days. 
Subhas's writings also come under this category. The general perception 
of Subhas Chandra Bose's personality is that of a leader and freedom 
fighter, but he was a thinker, visionary and a prolific writer. He was a 
social reformer, a great orator and of course, a genuine human being. All 
these aspects of his personality are well reflected in his letters, articles 
and speeches. Yet these aspects of him have remained less known to the 
countrymen.  
 The popular perception of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is that of a 
warrior hero and a revolutionary leader who led a life of suffering and 
sacrifice and during the Second World War waged a great armed 
struggle against the British for the freedom of India. What is often 
forgotten is that the warrior paused between battles to reflect and write 
about the fundamental political, economic and social issues of India and 
the world during his life time. Despite being immersed in the tumult of 
the anti-colonial struggle, Subhas Chandra Bose delved back in his 
writing into India's long and complex history and looked forward to the 
socio economic reconstruction of India, once the political independence 
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was won. The ideas he put forward were not of either a wondering 
mystic oblivious of the earth or a doctrinaire revolutionist reared on 
imported copybook maxims. They were the products of a philosophical 
mind applied to careful analyses of specific historical situations and 
informed by direct and continuous revolutionary experience in different 
parts of the world of a kind, unknown to any other leader of 
contemporary India.  
 The other reason to do research on this topic is that Indian 
Independence has already completed 58 years and so this is the right 
time to assess such great minds like Subhas Chandra Bose and their 
thoughts. The dream of independent India could come true only because 
of great patriots like Subhas Chandra Bose. After the gap of these 58 
years, now it can be analysed well as to how important he was for the 
Indian freedom struggle and what was his role in it.  
 Many books are already written on Subhas Chandra Bose so far 
and much research work is also going on. But no work until today has 
focused to understand this leader on the basis of his writings. Subhas's 
colleagues and opponent leaders have written articles on his ability as a 
military genius, genuine leader and great revolutionary. But these 
articles are a sort of memories and reminiscences of the experiences of 
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Subhas's colleagues who worked with him in Indian National Army or 
they are silent salute to pay respects to him. Whatever is written is what 
was experienced. What I have to do in this dissertation is to understand 
and analyse this great man through his own thoughts and ideas, his own 
expressions, his own writings. My study is purely based on                      
(a) Subhas's letters to his friends and relatives where he opened his 
heart, (b) on his speeches where he touched peoples hearts and (c) on 
articles where he revealed his thoughts and future plans. I feel this is 
something which has not been attended till now and so I chose to study 
Subhas through his writings. 
 The present work has some limitations also. Firstly, there are in 
all twelve volumes of Subhas's works, but unfortunately only four of 
these twelve volumes are available at present. Netaji Research Bureau 
did not respond to any of my letters regarding the availability of the 
other volumes and Oxford University Press, which has published all the 
twelve volumes, also does not possess any more other than these four 
(Vol. 7, 8, 9 and 10) volumes which I sought directly from the press. 
What is very deplorable is the fact that any Government or public state 
library also does not possess any of Netaji collected works and so my 
work, is basically based on these four volumes which covers his 
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writings from the year 1933 to 1942. I received Netaji's book The 
Indian Struggle towards the last stage of my research i.e., when I was on 
the verge of completing my studies. So I was not able to analyse and 
study it very minutely. Nevertheless, I must mention that the period 
covered for the study i.e. 1933-1942 happens to be the most crucial 
period in the life of India and Subhas. Subhas was on the peak of his 
career. Naturally, these volumes throw light on these years and hence 
the study has got great relevance. 
The time span of 1933 to 1942, in Subhas Chandra Bose's life can 
be divided in three major portions.  
(1)  1933 to 1937 when he was almost out of the country for his 
treatment and was not politically very active. 
(2) January 1938 to May 1939 when Subhas Chandra Bose was the 
President of Indian National Congress. 
(3) June 1939 to 1941 when he resigned from Congress Presidentship 
and provided an alternative leadership to the country by the 
formation of the Forward Block. 
 This thesis is divided into Chapters as above as they represent 
three different phases in this great man's life. They also represent         
the growth of him from 1933 to 1942. Moreover, a chapter is devoted to 
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the least known aspect of Netaji's life i.e. his relationship with Emilie 
Schenkl, his Austrian wife. This emotional aspect of Subhas Chandra 
Bose's life is not brought to light so far and never studied in such a detail 
as I have tried to do through his letters to Emilie.  
 I have tried to read and study critically Subhas Chandra Bose 
through his writings. But this is quite a fact that sometimes a man is not 
what he writes. So what I have written is purely on the basis of what 
Subhas has thought and written. I must beg to mention that this work is 
primarily a literary work and not a historical one. So I have not written 
on any point commenting on history, but just expressed Subhas's views 
analytically on any particular historical event. 
 Events have proved that Netaji was a born rebel and 
revolutionary. He was born in the Cuttack home of Janakinath and 
Prabhavati Bose on 23rd January 1897. He was their sixth son and ninth 
child who was destined to leave an indelible mark on India's history. As 
a growing child Subhas Chandra found Cuttack quite congenial. 
Brought up in his well to do middle class home, he escaped the 
unfortunate traits of selfishness and greed. Equally he escaped the evils 
of pampering and snobbery of a home of luxury and lavishness. His 
parents believed in simplicity in the upbringing of their children. 
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 At the age of five Subhas was sent to the English school at 
Cuttack. He did very well in his seven years of study, but somehow 
could not feel at home there because he did not take part in sports or 
games which were a very important part of education in a school run on 
European lines. Also, Subhas became conscious of the two different 
worlds - one represented by his family and society which was India - 
and the other represented by his school and teachers which was near to 
England and its culture. It was colonial in its approach. Indian boys in 
the school were told that because they were Indians they could not sit 
for certain scholarship examination, though in their annual examination 
they topped the class. Anglo Indian boys could join the volunteer corps 
but Indian boys were debarred. Small incidents like these had begun to 
open Subhas's eyes to the fact that Indian boys were a class apart though 
they belonged to the same institution. Subhas had developed into a 
precocious child. He was introvert in his mental make up. He began 
going to an Indian school where Indian way of life and culture 
prevailed. 
 It was at this stage that the influence of Swami Vivekananda came 
in the shape of his speeches and writings in Subhas's life, which he read 
voraciously. Subhas was barely 15 when Vivekananda entered his life 
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and he underwent a spiritual revolution which turned everything upside 
down. Through Vivekananda, he turned to Ramkrishna Paramhamsa and 
imbibed his teachings from the books and diaries published by his 
disciples. 
 Vivekananda taught Subhas that the greatest ideal was the service 
of humanity, including the service of one's country. Ramkrishna had 
stressed that renunciation of lust and gold was the test of a man's fitness 
for spiritual life. Before he was 16, Subhas had his first experience of 
village reconstruction work on a modest scale. Occasionally, he heard 
about the Indian National Congress from his elder brother, but that did 
not make any impression on him. Politics was taboo in his house and 
therefore he could not take part in any political activity. But he and his 
brothers derived satisfaction from cutting out pictures of revolutionaries 
and hanging them up in their study. 
 When Subhas took to religion and yoga seriously and insisted on 
perfect freedom of movement and action, he frequently came up against 
parental instructions. He had no hesitation in disobeying them because 
by that time he had been convinced, under the inspiration of 
Vivekananda, that revolt was necessary for self-fulfillment. He must 
have appeared to his teachers and parents as wayward, eccentric and 
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obstinate, neglecting his studies and running after ash laden sadhus. 
Nothing mattered to him except his inner dreams. The more resistance 
he met, the more obstinate he became. By the time he left school he had 
arrived at certain decisions for himself. He would not follow the beaten 
track but would lead a life conducive to his spiritual welfare and the 
uplift of humanity. Standing on the threshold of a college career, Subhas 
was convinced that life had a meaning and a purpose and that to fulfill 
the purpose, a regular schooling of the body and mind was necessary. 
This self-discipline stood him in good stead when faced with the trials 
and tribulations of his later years. Subhas was impressed by Shri 
Aurobindo's deeper philosophy - how by a proper use of the different 
Yogas one could rise step by step to the highest truth. 
 In college, and in the hostel Subhas often met leaders of the 
militant revolutionary movement but was never drawn to them, not 
because he believed in non-violence but because he was in a world of 
his own and believed that the people's salvation would come through 
national reconstruction. But soon two factors made Subhas develop 
politically: the behaviour of Britishers in Calcuttta and the World War I. 
 Subhas frequently read the incidents of British arrogance and 
rudeness towards Indians on the trams, in the streets and on railways. He 
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was himself involved in such incidents. He was not only sensitive by 
temperament but had been accustomed to a different treatment from 
infancy. In conflicts of interracial character, the law was of no avail to 
Indians. When Indians began to take the law into their own hands, the 
effect was instantaneous. Naturally, the word went round that the 
Englishman understood and respected physical force and nothing else. 
And this provided the psychological basis for the militant revolutionary 
movement in Bengal. 
 While these unpleasant experiences roused Subhas's political 
consciousness, it was the World War I that convinced him that the 
nation, which did not possess military strength, could not hope to 
preserve its independence. 
 Subhas finished his B.A. in Philosophy with first class honours 
and started his M.A. in Psychology but a few months later, he accepted 
his father's suggestion to go to Cambridge to study for Indian Civil 
Services examination. Early in July 1920, eight month after he joined 
Cambridge University Subhas set for the Civil service examination in 
London and though he worked hard, he was not hopeful. To his surprise, 
however, he was not only successful but came out forth. 
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 Now he faced the most difficult problem in his career so far. To 
join I.C.S. and settle down for a comfortable life meant to bid farewell 
to his dreams and aspirations. It took him seven long agonizing months 
to make up his mind. He could not accept the idea of being a part of the 
machinery which was connected with conservation, selfish power, 
heartlessness and red-tapism. He could not compromise with his 
principles and took the decision which he knew very well, would hurt 
his parents. 
 When Subhas landed back at Mumbai on 16th July 1921 
immediately he met Mahatma Gandhi and had an intimate talk with him. 
Gandhiji had launched a countrywide movement of progressive non-co-
operation against the British rulers then. Subhas was about to join this 
campaign and therefore wished to understand Mahatma's mind and 
wanted to have clear conception of the plan of action. This was the first 
time that Subhas met Mahatma Gandhi, but it was a fateful meeting and 
was a failure in its immediate purpose. They both agreed on the ultimate 
objectives of India's freedom, but had their reservations regarding the 
fundamental differences on the method of achieving the objective. With 
the Mahatma, non-violence was a living creed, while with Subhas, it 
was an article of faith that the use of force was necessary to dislodge the 
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alien ruler from the Indian soil. However Subhas accepted Gandhiji's 
advice to meet Deshbandhu Chittranjan Das. After meeting him, Subhas 
felt that he had found a leader and meant to follow him. This juncture 
onwards Subhas started taking part in political activities for India's 
freedom. 
 Subhas was arrested for the first time in his political career by the 
British on the evening of 10th December 1921. By the time he 
disappeared from his home in 1941, i.e. within a span of 20 years, the 
British detained him as a political prisoner no fewer than eleven times. 
 Subhas was elected as the President of All India Trade Union 
Congress in 1929 and from then on his personality emerged forcefully in 
the forefront of the struggle for freedom, organizing and giving a 
dynamic lead to the youth and students of the country on a national 
scale, rallying the support of industrial labour by building up trade 
unionism on solid foundations and generally spearheading the leftist 
elements in the country which were getting more and more impatient for 
a showdown with the alien regime. 
 His repeated arrests and imprisonment, his election as the Mayor 
of Calcutta (1930); his resignation of the office of the President of the 
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Bengal Provincial Congress Committee as a protest against the wanton 
police firing inside the Hijli detention camp (1931); his election as 
Treasurer of the Indian Trade Union Congress for 1931-32; his 
banishment to Europe for tuberculosis of the lungs and intestines, his 
arrival at Calcutta from Europe without the governments' permission 
and consequent order of home internment, his 1934's return to Europe 
for a major operation; his attendance of the Conference of the Indian 
Central European Society held at Vienna, his address to the Asiatic 
Students Conference in Rome opened by Signor Mussolini (1935), his 
visit to Ireland, his arrival at Bombay and subsequent arrest on board of 
the ship (1936), his unconditional release and departure for Europe 
(1937) - these were among the important events in his stirring political 
career. 
 When he was still abroad, in January 1938, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
at the early age of 41 won the highest honour the nation could bestow on 
any Indian: he was elected the President of the 51st session of the Indian 
National Congress to be held at Haripura in Gujarat. After meeting the 
Irish leader, Mr. De Valera, in Ireland the same month, Subhas Bose 
returned to India in February and presided over the deliberations of the 
premier political organization of the country. 
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 It may be said without exaggeration that his Presidentship of the 
Indian National Congress in 1938 proved a turning point in his life and, 
to some extent, in the history of the country's struggle for freedom. One 
of his most important services to India as the Congress President was 
the formation of a National Planning Committee with Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru as its Chairman, and himself as its Convener. 
 Subhas Bose felt that a bare year as President of the Congress was 
inadequate for putting through his manifold programme. He therefore 
decided to make a second-term bid, though it was a departure from the 
convention observed till then. This did not meet with Mahatma Gandhi's 
approval. Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya opposed Subhas Bose with 
Gandhiji's blessings. Subhas however, won the election, which Gandhiji 
described as his own defeat. The rift between the Right and the Left 
wings was now open, and the split between Gandhiji and Subhas Bose 
was almost complete. 
 Subhas then formed the Forward Bloc within the Congress in 
May 1939. In doing so he had two expectations. Firstly, in the event of 
future conflict with the Right Wing he would be able to fight more 
effectively, and further he would be able to win over the entire Congress 
to his point of view one day. Secondly, even if he failed to win over the 
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entire Congress to his point of view, he could in any major crisis, act 
on his own even if the right wing failed to rise to the occasion. The 
conflict between the Right Wing and the Forward Block steadily 
widened and reached its climax when the Congress Working Committee 
debarred Subhas Bose, the twice elected President of the Congress, from 
holding any position in an elective Congress Committee for three years. 
This action was taken against Subhas for advising Congressmen to 
protest against two resolutions passed by the All India Congress 
Committee, which defined the relation of Minister vis-à-vis the 
Provincial Congress Committees and laid down that permission should 
be taken from Provincial Congress Committees for starting 'passive 
resistance'. Meanwhile the Forward Bloc was gaining popularity in large 
parts of the country. 
 War broke out in Europe in September 1939, exactly as Subhas 
Bose had predicted six months earlier. The Forward Bloc launched an 
anti-British, anti-war campaign all over the country. When the British 
rulers found that the Forward Bloc was developing into a real menace to 
their war efforts, they struck a blow at the Bloc by throwing Subhas 
Bose and hundreds of his co-workers into prison in July 1940. The 
British had no intention of bringing him to trial. Subhas Bose was now 
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convinced more than ever before that India would win her 
independence if she played her part in the War against Britain and 
collaborated with those powers that were fighting Britain. He arrived at 
the conclusions that India should actively enter the field of international 
politics. 
 Subhas Bose had already been in British custody eleven times and 
he now felt that it was to be a gross political blunder to rot in prison any 
more. He therefore gave an ultimatum to the British authorities at the 
end of November 1940 that there was no moral or legal justification for 
his detention and unless he was released immediately he would go on 
hunger-strike. At first, the British pretended that they did not take him 
seriously but after the "fast unto death" had lasted a few days, they were 
really unnerved, not wanting his death on their name. So the British 
quietly set him free and kept a strict vigil on his movements. For some 
forty days, Subhas Bose did not stir out of his house or even out of his 
bedroom. And then, one morning in the third week of January 1941, the 
entire India was thrilled to hear that Subhas Bose had escaped the 
British surveillance and disappeared from his Calcutta home. The next 
that India and the world heard about Subhas was when he himself began 
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speaking on the radio from Germany in November 1941, nine months 
after his disappearance from India. 
 In those nine months, Subhas went to Peshawar, and then to 
Kabul in the garb of a Muslim divine. He then reached Germany and 
met Hitler. It was no easy task for Subhas to persuade Germany to treat 
him as a top-ranking representative of the Indian nation and extend to 
him the facilities to collect an army to fight for India's Independence. 
Yet he won Hitler's respect for his firm determination to liberate his 
country from the Britishers by taking aid of Germany without any 
strings attached. Then the first free India organization was born and 
Azad Hind Fauj was established. 
 In June 1942 Ras Bihari Bose presided at a historic meeting of 
representative Indians from all over East Asia, assembled at Bangkok, 
which invited Netaji Subhas Bose to come over from Germany to East 
Asia and assume the leadership of the Indian Independence movement. 
Netaji decided to risk everything including his life to reach East Asia in 
response to the urgent summons of his countrymen. He received 
overwhelming response everywhere he went. 
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 Indian National Army's participation in the Second World War 
started and Netaji went into marathon sessions with his Ministers, 
drawing up plans for the continuance of the Indian National Army's 
fight against the British. 
 Netaji was overjoyed when he heard the news of the failure of the 
Shimla Conference but the darkest hour of Indian National Army arrived 
when Japan surrendered. It was futile for Indian National Army to go 
alone in the war any longer. It had to cease fighting in the military sense. 
Nevertheless, it had already covered itself with immortal glory wherever 
it fought. The unparalleled sufferings and sacrifices of Netaji and the 
Indian National Army in the cause of India's freedom had evoked the 
respect and admiration of the Japanese, Chinese, Burmese, Thais, 
Malayas and Vietnamese. They took solemn pledge that they would be 
free for all time and would not allow their ex-rulers to return to their 
lands as rulers again after the war. Japan's surrender was officially 
announced on August 15. 
 Accompanied by a small party of trusted lieutenants, Netaji flew 
from Singapore to Bangkok on August 16, then on to Saigon the next 
morning. Here he drew up certain plans for the future and left on his last 
- known flight the same evening. The only Indian who accompanied him 
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on this flight from Saigon on 17th August 1945 was colonel Habib-ur-
Rahman, Deputy Chief of the Staff of the Indian National Army. Five 
days later, on 22nd August 1945 Tokyo radio announced the death of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in an air crash in Formosa on 18th August 
1945 en-route to Japan. 
 Certainly, this biographical sketch of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
is inadequate and incomplete, as it is next to impossible to pack into a 
mere introduction a full narrative of his life and achievements. What I 
have done is to try the best, without overlooking to see the important 
events that shaped the course of his life. Any short-comings in this 
introductory sketch would be undoubtedly eliminated by a perusal of the 
main chapters of this thesis. 
 In the next chapter, the writings of Subhas Chandra Bose between 
the time span of 1933-37 are analysed. During these years, Subhas 
Chandra Bose was out of India for his medical treatment and he worked 
as an unofficial Ambassador of India. The letters, articles, speeches and 
statements from this fascinating period of mostly enforced European 
exile in the career of Subhas Chandra Bose has been studied in this 
chapter. His views on wide array of topics like imperialism, fascism, 
 27 
 
nationalism, communism, psychology, philosophy, spirituality, urban 
planning, travel, Gandhiji, Ireland, and Love among others are explored. 
 In addition to the study of almost 200 letters, the chapter includes 
discussion of Subhas's major political essays like 'The Anti Imperialist 
Struggle and Samyavada', 'Europe - Today and Tomorrow', 'Japan's Role 
in the Far East' and 'The Pros and Cons of Office Acceptance'. This 
chapter adds a new dimension to understand India's great revolutionary 
leader. 
 The third chapter of the dissertation analyses the writings of 
Subhas Chandra Bose when he was the Congress President - i.e. from 
January 1938 to May 1939. 
 In 1938 Subhas Chandra Bose reached the peak of his political 
life in India when he was elected the president of Indian National 
Congress. This chapter brings together analysis of Bose's letters, other 
writings and speeches from January 1938 until just after his resignation 
in April 1939. It includes a detailed study of the famous Haripura 
address of February 1938 in which Bose assessed of the strength and 
weaknesses of British imperialism and communicated his vision of the 
socio economic reconstruction of free India. Other important issues 
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discussed in this chapter are themes of socialism, national planning, 
science, constitutional issues, Hindu-Muslim relations, the role of 
women, European political scenario etc. This chapter also discusses of 
Subhas's correspondence with Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore, 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Jawaharlal Nehru. 
 In Chapter Four - 'The Alternative Leadership' the writings of 
Subhas Chandra Bose from June 1931 to 1941 are analysed. Between 
his resignation as the Congress President in Calcutta on 29 April 1939 
and his escape from his Elgin Road home on the night of 16 January 
1941, Subhas Chandra Bose sought to provide the Indian people with an 
alternative leadership at the National level in place of old guard 
represented by the Gandhian High Command. This Chapter discusses 
the writings and speeches of this crucial phase in Bose's political life 
immediately prior to his emergence as the Netaji of India's army of 
liberation. The issues discussed in his articles and speeches include the 
role of the Left within the Indian Independence movement, the Second 
World-War as a conflict between rival imperialisms and the need of 
Hindu - Muslim unity and the Congress - Muslim League understanding 
in presenting a joint national demand to the British. This chapter 
analyses Subhas-Gandhi relationship and their final correspondence. 
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 Chapter five examines the human and emotional aspects of 
Subhas Chandra Bose's much splendoured life. The least known aspect 
of his multi sided personality is his love for Emilie Schenkl, his Austrian 
wife. In this chapter, Netaji's letters to Emilie and their close 
relationship is revealed, which present an opportunity to understand a 
hidden or underplayed dimension of India's foremost militant 
nationalist. 
 In the last chapter are presented the comments on Bose's 
conceptions, concerns and perceptions. It also covers a brief note on his 
style of writing. 
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CHAPTER - 2 
SUBHAS - AN UNOFFICIAL  
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 
(1933-37) 
 
 Subhas Chandra Bose was elected as the President of the All India 
Trade Union Congress in 1929 and he held that office till 1931. There 
on, he emerged forcefully in the forefront of Indian Independence 
Struggle. He organized the youth of the country and gave a dynamic 
lead to the youth and students of the country. In February 1933, he was 
seriously ill and was taken to Europe for treatment as a prisoner.  
 The year 1933-37 witnessed the transformation of Subhas from 
radical leader into a statesman. This chapter focuses on the analysis of 
the letters, articles and speeches from a fascinating though somewhat 
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unusual and relatively neglected phase of the career of Subhas Chandra 
Bose. An extra-ordinarily wide array of topics and themes like 
imperialism, nationalism, fascism, communism, psychology, 
philosophy, spirituality, urban planning travel, Gandhiji, Ireland, love 
and more are touched upon and explored in his works of this period. 
 A greater part of these years of enforced exile in Europe (in 
particular from March 1933 to March 1936) were spent as an unofficial 
ambassador of India's freedom. Despite being poor in health and having 
to undergo a gall-bladder operation in Vienna, Subhas Chandra Bose 
travelled tirelessly across the continent, organizing and addressing 
bilateral friendship associations in various European countries as well as 
Indian student organizations in different European cities. He visited 
Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Poland, Rumania, Switzerland, Turkey and Yugoslavia. 
An itinerary of his travels can be reconstructed on the basis of his 
numerous letters to Naomi C. Vetter. He returned to India briefly in 
1934 on learning that his father was critically ill - arriving too late to see 
him alive - and went back to Europe soon after the funeral. In March 
1936, he was placed under immediate arrest by the British authorities 
upon his return to Bombay in defiance of a government ban. He spent a 
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year in detention and was permitted to return to active political life 
only after the provincial elections of April 1937 under the 1935 
Government of India Act, of which Bose was a strong critic. Mahatma 
Gandhi's choice of Subhas Chandra Bose as the Congress President 
became known at the time of the meeting of the All India Congress 
Committee in Calcutta in October 1937. Next month, on his own 
volition and with Gandhi's blessings he left on a trip to Europe. Between 
1933 and 1936, Bose had been given to believe that he was barred from 
visiting Britain. On this occasion he included a visit to London and had 
meetings with British political leaders, especially those who belonged to 
the labour party. 
 Subhas wrote two books during this period. They are An Indian 
Pilgrim, his unfinished autobiography written during a 10 days stay in 
Badgasteen, Austria in 1937 and The Indian Struggle, his study of the 
Indian Independence Movement since 1920, written in 1934. In addition 
to his political views expressed in nearly 200 letters, he has written a 
number of major political essays. The most detailed exposition of his 
political philosophy prior to his presidential address at Haripura is the 
speech often referred to as 'The London Thesis' - entitled 'The Anti-
Imperialist Struggle and Samyavada' delivered at a political conference 
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in London on 10th June 1933. It contains an appreciation and critique 
of Gandhian Satyagraha and an enunciation of the ideal of Samyavada. 
Attracted by European political experiments in socialism, Bose 
nevertheless preferred to use the old Buddhist, Indian term to articulate 
his ideology of a socialism suited to Indian conditions, one that invoked 
equality in an atmosphere of balance and harmony. 
 Throughout his European sojourn Bose was a keen student of 
international politics. While he was somewhat impressed by the 
organizational prowess of fascist and communist parties and 
movements, he developed what Kitti Kurti has described as a 'deep 
contempt' for Nazis in Germany. He made repeated public protests 
against racism in Germany, especially anti-Indian racism. On his 
departure from Germany in early 1936 he denounced the 'new 
nationalism' in a letter to Dr. Thierfelder as not only 'narrow and selfish, 
but arrogant'. In a letter to Kitti Kurti in 1937 he regarded the Japanese 
to be 'The British of the East'. Like Gandhiji   and Tagore, he seemed to 
have held a slightly more favourable view of Italy under Mussolini - 
'Whatever one thinks of the man', as he put it to Naomi Vetter, but he 
did have brushes with the 'Italian authorities'. Bose's interpretation of the 
rapidly changing scene of International relations in the 1930s can be 
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found in his letters to Amiya Chakravarti and his essays on Europe - 
'Today and Tomorrow' and 'Japan's Role in the Far East' among others. 
Always lurking at the back of the mind of this staunch anti-imperialist 
was a search for points of weakness in Britain's worldwide imperial 
domination.  
 A high point of his years of exile in Europe was his visit to 
Ireland during which he had three meetings in Dublin with Eamonn De 
Valera. His interest in Ireland is evident from his letters to E. Woods 
and his articles 'The Visit to Dublin - a Note' and 'Impressions of 
Ireland'. Bose's favourite European city was undoubtedly Vienna and he 
took a special interest in the politics of its socialist municipality. Bose's 
abiding concern about municipal affairs and the development of 
Calcutta is reflected in his letters to Santosh Kumar Basu and A. K. 
Fazivi Huq and his article 'Vienna, Prague, Warsaw and Berlin'. 
Czechoslovakia was the country whose politics and culture Bose found 
particularly fascinating. He developed a personal rapport with the Czech 
President Edouard Benes and the scholar of India Professor V. Lesney. 
He enjoyed visiting Czech health resorts and wrote an article on 
'Karaslabad and others Watering places of Czechoslovakia'. 
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 While showing unflinching dedication to promoting the cause of 
Indian Independence Subhas Chandra Bose took pure joy in traveling 
and discovering new places and people. He found time to reflect and 
write on a great variety of subjects. He wrote about religion to Dilip 
Kumar Roy and Anil Chandra Ganguly, psychoanalysis, Jung and Freud 
to Kitty Kurti and political philosophy in his exchanges with Romain 
Rolland. He showed great support and solitude to Jawaharlal Nehru 
during the critical illness of his wife Kamala and gave full vent to his 
light hearted humour as well as profound humaneness in his letter to his 
sister-in-law Bivabati Bose, Mr. and Mrs. Dharamvir and their daughter 
Sita Dharamvir. After his release from detention in 1937, he spoke and 
wrote more directly on various aspects of Indian politics. His article on 
'The pros and Cons of office Acceptance' and his statement on Bengal 
and Punjab are of particular interest to students of modern history and 
politics. 
With the fait accompli of office acceptance by the Congress in the 
provinces under the scheme of truncated provincial autonomy, Subhas 
attempted to devise ways and means of utilizing office and power for a 
revolutionary purpose. In a masterly dissertation on ‘The Pros and Cons 
of Office Acceptance’ written in August 1937, he discussed the role of 
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Congress Ministers in the furtherance of our freedom struggle. With 
flexibility and elasticity of tactics which characterizes a revolutionary of 
clear vision, he brushed aside the tendency to make a fetish of the oath 
of allegiance incumbent on all the members of the assemblies and 
ministers. He observed that the matter was merely in the nature of a 
constitutional formality, and cited the example of De Valera who after 
taking the oath moved for the abolition of the oath. 
 Although Subhas Chandra Bose's years of exile contributed much 
to the development of his personality and qualities of leadership, his 
absence from India and Bengal was much to the detriment of nationalist 
politics. This was more so, since from 1932 to 1936 his brother and 
closest political Comrade Sarat Chandra Bose was also in prison. Not 
only was their boldness of vision sorely missed during the second phase 
of the civil disobedience and revolutionary movements between 1932 
and 1934, but no other leader had their generosity and foresight to stem 
the deterioration in Hindu-Muslim relation during these critical years. 
Several setbacks had been surfaced already on these fronts by the time 
the Bose brothers returned to the centre stage of Indian politics and tried 
to turn masses around.  
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 The years of Subhas Chandra Bose's enforced European exile 
have not been studied so intensively as some other phases of his life. An 
important set of letters written by Subhas Chandra Bose between 1935 
and 1937 is not part of this chapter. In early 1934, Bose met the woman 
whom he was to marry later.  Emilie Schenkl assisted him when he 
wrote 'The Indian Struggle’ in 1934 and in his political activities in 
Europe between 1933 to 1936. Bose corresponded with her during his 
travels on Europe and wrote her very frequently after his return to India 
in 1937. These and other letters to Emilie constitute the special separate 
chapter in this thesis. Hence it is not discussed in this chapter.  
 During this period, Bose's major political concern was to prepare 
the people of India for the independence. Though he was not an active 
participant in the struggle for freedom, through his letters, articles and 
speeches, he expressed his ideas and plans to the people and was thus 
instrumental in motivating them. 
 Bose believed that for the attainment of freedom India had two 
paths - one was the path of uncompromising militancy and the other was 
of compromise. If the first path was followed, the fight for liberty would 
have to be pursued till the country was able to wrest the political power 
in its entirety - and there was no question of a compromise along the 
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road to freedom. If, on the other hand, the second path was to be 
followed, periodical compromises might have to be made with the 
Britishers for consolidating the position of the country before further 
attempts were made. 
 The problem that Subhas felt was that at that time it was not clear 
to anybody neither the people of the country nor the leaders regarding 
which path their movement during the last thirteen years had been 
following - uncompromising militancy or of compromise. This 
ideological ambiguity was responsible for a lot of mischief. If the policy 
had been one of the uncompromising militancy, the Bardoli surrender of 
1922 would never had taken place - nor would the Delhi pact of March 
1931 had been entered into. On the other hand, if they had been 
following the path of compromise, the country and the leaders would 
have never missed the opportunity of a bargain with the British 
Government in December 1931 when the situation was so opportunate. 
In short, he felt then that the political fighters, the country and the 
people were neither sufficiently militant nor sufficiently diplomatic. 
 Subhas expressed his opinion in which he felt that in a fight 
between an unarmed subject like the Indians and a first class 
imperialistic power like Great Britain the supply of the necessary 
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resources depended on the leaders’ ability to keep up the enthusiasm of 
the people and maintain the spirit of opposition towards the government. 
He wrote in his article 'The anti-imperialistic struggle and Samyavada' - 
In the case of a war between two well-
equipped and well-trained armies, the 
psychological factor is no so important as in 
our case. (243) 
 He bitterly criticized Gandhiji because, when in 1922, the whole 
nation had been roused to passionate activity, greater daring and 
sacrifice was expected from the people and at that moment, Gandhiji 
hoisted the white flag of compromise. To add more, all this happened 
after he had thrown away, a couple of months earlier, a unique 
opportunity which would have appeared, in those existing 
circumstances, as an honourable compromise with the bureaucracy. 
 Another gesture of Indian National Congress to participate in The 
Round Table Conference in London was also greatly opposed by 
Subhas. He was one of those who had the temerity to oppose Gandhiji's 
resolution on Dominion Status at the Calcutta Congress in 1928 and 
who had the presumption to condemn the Delhi Manifesto of November 
1929. He pointed out that the Round Table Conference was a misnomer 
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because it was not a Conference of plenipotentiaries representing the 
belligerent parties. A large number of nondescript Indians nominated by 
the alien Government were to be present at the conference to do the 
bidding of the wily British politicians. Moreover, if the conference, by 
any chance arrived at any conclusions favourable to India - they would 
not be binding on the British Government. He also made it clear that the 
primary object of the Government in convening this conference was to 
bring the Indians to England and make them fight amongst themselves 
for the amusement of the British people. He therefore urged that as the 
Sinn Feiners had boycotted the Irish convention, which was Mr. Lloyd 
George's creation, so also the Indian National Congress should leave the 
Round Table Conference severely alone. But his was a cry in 
wilderness. The leaders as a body were too anxious to find some 
honourable escape from the impending fight with the government - 
which was every day becoming unavoidable. But the government gave 
no such opportunity. Consequently when the Lahore Congress met in 
December 1929, the temper of the people had risen and there was no 
alternative for the leaders but to swallow the resolution on 
Independence. 
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 'Independence' which implied severance of the British 
connection was like a pill bitter to taste and difficult to digest. When the 
Congress unanimously adopted the resolution on independence the 
moderate elements in the country were alarmed. The Indian National 
Congress leaders reassured them and beautiful phrases and attractive 
slogans were evolved for the purpose. Mahatma Gandhi issued early in 
1930 his famous 'eleven points', which according to him represented the 
substance of Independence and could form the basis of a compromise 
with the British Government. Thus the significance and the effect of the 
Lahore Congress resolution on Independence were nullified to a great 
extent through the action of leaders themselves. 
 After Lahore Congress it was impossible for the leaders not to do 
anything. The movement was therefore launched with the celebration of 
the Independence Day on the 26th January 1930. By April, the whole 
India was in the throes of a revolution - may be a non-violent revolution. 
So great was the response of the people to the call to action that even 
Mahatma Gandhi was taken by surprise and he stated that the movement 
could have been started two years earlier. 
 The movement of 1930 - like the earlier movement of 1921 took 
the government by surprise and for a long time they were at a loss to 
 43 
 
decide as to the most effective means for crushing the movement. The 
international situation - economic and political - also helped India. It 
was therefore a mistake to suspend operations on the basis of what is 
known as the Delhi Pact (the Gandhi - Irwin Pact) of March 1931. Even 
if the leaders wanted a compromise, they should have waited for a more 
opportunate moment, and such a moment would certainly have arrived, 
if the operations had continued for another six months or a year. But 
once again subjectivism prevailed and objective factors and 
considerations were not taken into account when the Delhi pact was 
entered into. 
 As the matters stood, the Delhi pact was an advantage to the 
government and a disaster to the people. The Government got time to 
study the tactics adopted by the Congress Organizations in 1930 and 
1931. Thus they could perfect their machinery for striking a crushing 
blow whenever the Congress launched the movement once again. It was 
then a matter of common language that the ordinances promulgated by 
the Government in January 1932 and the detailed tactics adopted by 
them throughout the year were carefully worked out before the year 
1931 came to a close. But inspite of the fact that there was seething 
discontent in the Frontier Province, in the United Provinces and Bengal, 
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nothing was done by the Congress leaders to prepare the country for 
the unavoidable resumption of the fight. 
 The Delhi Pact had on the whole a soporific effect on the popular 
enthusiasm and passion - nevertheless, the temper of the people was too 
militant to be soothed by soft phrases. Subhas very clearly declared, 
It is necessary for the workers of tomorrow to 
realize that the movement of 1932 was not 
planned and organized by the leaders, as it 
should have been, but that they were dragged 
into it. (247) 
 Subhas was very anxious and he felt troubled by the Delhi Pact 
because of the following reasons: 
1. There was no commitment on the part of British Government on 
the major issue of Swaraj. 
2. There was a tacit acceptance of the proposal of federation with the 
Indian Princes - which was disastrous to the political progress of 
India. 
3. There was no provision for the release of the incarcerated 
Garhwali soldiers - the finest apostles of non violence who 
refused to shoot down their unarmed countrymen. 
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4. There was no provision for the release of the state prisoners and 
detenus who had been imprisoned without any trial or 
justification. 
5. There was no provision for the withdrawal of the Meerut 
Conspiracy case which had been dragging for years. 
6. There was no provision for the release of other classes of political 
prisoners, not convicted for participation in civil disobedience 
movement. 
 Thus, it was seen in the Delhi Pact that the Indian National 
Congress failed to fight for the cause of the Garhwali soldiers, the state 
prisoners, the Meerut conspiracy prisoners and the revolutionary 
prisoners and so it could not claim itself to be the central organ of the 
anti-imperialistic struggle in India. 
 In fact, if the Delhi Pact of March 1931 was a blunder, the 
surrender of May 1933 was the calamity of the first magnitude. 
According to the principles of political strategy, at a time when the new 
constitution for India was under discussion, the maximum pressure 
should have been brought to bear on the Government by strengthening 
of the Civil Disobedience Movement in the country. By suspending the 
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movement at that critical hour, the work, the suffering and the sacrifice 
of India and its people of all the past years were virtually undone. 
 Subhas felt that suspension of the Civil disobedience campaign 
for one month meant virtually a permanent suspension because mass 
movements can not be created overnight. Before finalising the plan and 
policy for future, Subhas considered two important issues. 
 The first issue was whether a compromise between England and 
India ultimately possible? To this question, his answer was in negative. 
He thought that a political compromise was possible only when there 
was some commonality of interest. He was right because in case of 
England and India there were no common interests. His reaction was as 
given below: 
1. There was no social kinship between the two countries. 
2. There was hardly anything common between the cultures of India 
and Britain.  
3. From the economic point, for Britain, India was a supplier of raw 
materials and a consumer of British manufactures. On the other 
hand, India aspired to be a manufacturing country, so that she 
could become self contained in the matter of manufactured goods  
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and also could export not only raw materials but also 
manufactured goods. 
4. India was one of the biggest markets for Great Britain. The 
Industrial progress of India was therefore against Britain's 
economic interests. 
5. At that time, i.e. in 1933, India afforded employment to young 
Britishers in the army and civil administration in India, but that 
was against India's interests and India wanted her own children to 
occupy those posts. 
6. India was sufficiently strong and had enough resources to be able 
to stand on her own legs without the help or patronage of Great 
Britain. In that way, it was different from that of the other 
dominions. 
7. India had so long been exploited and dominated by Britain that 
there was a general apprehension that in the event of a political 
compromise between the two countries, India would lose and 
British would gain. Moreover, India had developed an 'inferiority 
complex' as a result of her long servitude, and that would remain, 
as India was not completely independent from Britain. 
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8. India wanted the status of a free country with her own flag, her 
own army, navy and defence forces and with her own 
ambassadors in the capitals of free countries. Without such a free 
state, Indians would never be able to rise to the full stature of their 
manhood. Independence was India's psychological, ethical, 
cultural, economic and political necessity. It was an essential 
condition of the new awakening in India. 
9. As long as India would remain within the British Empire, she 
would not be able to safeguard the interests of other Indians who 
had settled in the other parts of the Empire. The weight of Great 
Britain had always been and would be thrown on the side of white 
races - as against the Indians. An independent India on the other 
hand would be able to secure better treatment for other Indians - 
who have settled in the different parts of the world. 
 These observations of Subhas reveal that the basis of a 
compromise between India and Great Britain did not exist. 
Consequently, had the leaders of Indian disregarded that basic and 
fundamental fact and effected a compromise with the British 
Government, the arrangement would not have lasted long, just like 
Gandhi Irwin Pact of 1931. The social, economic and political forces 
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working within India were such that no peace was possible between 
India and Britain till her legitimate actions were fulfilled.    
 The only solution of the deadlock that was possible was through 
attainment of India's freedom. That implied the defect of the British 
Government in India. 
 The other important issue of the two issues was as to how can 
India attain freedom herself? Can India win political freedom by 
following the path of periodical compromises and without adopting an 
uncompromisingly militant plan of action? With regard to this question 
of modus operandi, Subhas was against the method of periodical 
compromise because he felt that the country had already rejected that 
path. The support, which the country gave to the Indian National 
Congress, was due to the fact that the Congress had promised to win 
Independence for India and even promised to fight on and on till that 
was accomplished. Therefore, in determining the policy and plan for 
future - i.e. India's freedom struggle, the prospect of periodical 
compromises should be rejected. 
 The Congress hoped to win political freedom for India by 
paralysing the civil administration of the country through non-violence, 
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non co-operation and civil disobedience. Subhas analysed the causes of 
the failure  
 The position of the British Government in India at that time in 
relation to the Indian National Congress could be compared to a well 
armed and well-equipped fortress, which had suddenly became hostile. 
Now however well equipped a fortress may be, it requires for its safe 
existence for all time a friendly civil population living around and near 
it. But even if the surrounding population becomes hostile, the fortress 
has nothing to fear in the immediate future, so long as the people round 
about it do not make an active attempt to seize the fortress. The 
objective of the Indian National Congress was to get possession of the 
fortress then occupied by the British Government. Towards that end the 
Congress had succeeded in winning over the sympathy and support of 
the population living around and near the fortress. That was the first 
stage of the campaign from the Indian side.  
 Subhas advised that the next step of the campaign should be: 
1. A complete economic blockade of the fortress, which would 
starve into submission the army occupying the fortress.  
2. An attempt to capture the fortress by force of arms. 
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 Subhas's observations were correct, appropriate and apt as in the 
history of war both these methods had been tried with success. In the 
First World War, Germany was the victor from a military point of view, 
but she was starved into submission through the economic blockade of 
the Allies. That was possible because the Allies had control over the 
seas and over the lines of communication leading into Germany. 
 In India, no attempt had been made to storm the Britishers by 
force of arms as the Congress policy had been pledged to non-violence. 
The economic blockade, though attempted in a general way by the 
Congress had failed because: 
1. All the external communications leading to India were controlled 
by the Government. 
2. Owing to defective organization inside India the lines of 
communication from the sea ports to the interior and from one 
part of the country to another were not controlled by the 
Congress, but by the Government. 
3. The machinery for collecting revenue, on which the existence of 
the British Government in India was dependent, had not been 
impaired seriously. There had been deficits in most provinces but  
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the Government had been able to make up either by increased 
taxation or by borrowing. 
 Subhas planned to take the following steps to paralyse the foreign 
government. 
1. Prevention of tax and revenue  
2. Adoption of measures, whereby help from other quarters - 
whether financial or military - may not reach the Government in 
the time of distress. 
3. Winning over the sympathy and support of the present supporters 
of the British Government in India that is, of the Army, the Police 
and Civil Servants, so that orders given by the Government for 
crushing the movement will not be carried out. 
4. Actual attempt to seize power by the force of arms. 
 The last step had to be ruled out, because the Congress was 
pledged to non-violence. But if the first three measures had been 
adopted, the Governmental machinery could have been thrown out of 
gear. In the first place, they would have no money to meet the cost of 
administration. In the second place, help sent to the Government from 
other quarters would not reach them and lastly, their own officers would 
not carry the orders they might issue. Subhas could just express his 
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views and advices. He could not do anything practically, as he was not 
well and was out of the country for his treatment. He was nowhere in the 
picture of active politics and did not lead the people during this time. So 
all these plans and policies were on paper only. In reality, there was no 
royal road to success in winning political freedom. The three measures, 
suggested by Subhas had to be adopted in part or in full if victory was to 
be achieved. The Congress had failed simply because it had not 
succeeded in giving effect satisfactorily to any of the above three 
measures. The peaceful meetings, processions and demonstrations that 
were held during those years, in spite of official ban, showed a spirit of 
defiance no doubt and also caused some annoyance to the Government, 
but they did not menace the very existence of the Government. In spite 
of all the demonstrations of the Congress and seventy thousand persons 
going to prison since January 1932, the Government could acertain that 
their army, police forces and civil administration was loyal to them and 
thus the life and property of Government officials and of their 
supporters were still safe. 
 During 1920s there was unprecedented awakening all over India. 
The placid self-complacence of the people was gone. The whole country 
was throbbing with new life and was yearning for freedom. Fear of 
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official frown, of imprisonment and of baton charges had disappeared. 
The prestige of the British had reached its lowest ebb. There was no 
question of goodwill on the Indian side towards the British Government. 
The moral basis of British rule had been demolished and India had 
ultimately managed to capture the attention of the world. But at the 
same time, it has to be admitted that 'free India' was still a thing of the 
future. The intentions of the British Government with regard to Indian 
aspirations as embodied in the white paper clearly showed that they 
were not prepared to part with power. The British Government thought 
that they were strong enough to resist successfully the demand of the 
Indian people. 
 At this point of time, Subhas felt the need that India must resolve 
to launch another fight on a bigger and more intensive scale. He thought 
that it needed intellectual and practical preparation, which must be 
scientific and must rest on objective foundations. The intellectual 
preparation of this task included scientific examination of - 
¾ Strong and weak points of British rule in India in relation to 
Indian people 
¾ Strong and weak points of the Indian people in relation to British 
rule in India. 
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¾ Rise and falls of empires in the other parts of the world. 
¾ The history of freedom movements in other lands and a study of 
the gradual evolution of freedom in all its aspects in this world. 
Subhas believed that until this study was completed, Indians 
would not form an even conception of the magnitude of the task that 
awaited them. 
Bose's Presidential address at the Third Indian Political 
Conference in London on 10 June 1933 presents his ability as a well- 
organized and well planned man of thought. In his speech entitled as 
'The Anti-Imperialist Struggle and Samyavada', he spoke about the 
requirements and planning essential for India's freedom.  
He believed that for this struggle, India needed a party of 
determined men and women who would take upon themselves the task 
of delivering India - no matter what the suffering and sacrifice involved 
might be. He very aptly spoke, 
Whether India will be able to free herself and 
live once again as a free nation will depend on 
whether she can produce the requisite 
leadership. Her ability to produce the requisite  
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leadership will be the test of her vitality and of her  
fitness for 'Swaraj'. (254) 
Second most important thing was a systematic plan of action and 
a well-prepared programme for the future. Subhas opined that the 
method of action beginning from that time to the conquest of power 
would have to be visualized and planned out in detail as far as humanly 
possible and therefore the movement must be objective and scientific 
keeping the facts of history and human nature in mind. Here Subhas is 
critical in approach and is indirectly pointing at Mahatma by saying that, 
Hitherto, too much appeal has been made to 
'inner light' and to subjective feeling in 
guiding a political campaign which is after all 
an objective movement. (255) 
Subhas was a visionary. He did not want to leave anything to 
chance. Besides a plan to acquire power and freedom, he also thought 
about the necessity of a programme for the new state when it would 
come into existence in India. He believed that group of men and women 
who would assume the leadership of the struggle against the Great 
Britain would have to take up the task of controlling, guiding and 
developing the new state and through the state, the entire Indian people. 
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He was apprehensive, that if the leaders would not be trained for the 
post-war leadership, there was a possibility that after the conquest of 
power a period of chaos would set in and India would repeat the 
incidents similar to French Revolution of the 18th century. He 
shouldered much responsibility to the leaders of War time period in 
India and emphasized that they would have to carry through the whole 
programme of post war reform in order to justify to their countrymen the 
hopes and aspirations that they would have to rouse during the struggle. 
The task of these leaders would not be over till a new generation of men 
and women would be educated and trained after the establishment of a 
new state and the new generation would be capable enough to take 
charge of the country's affairs. 
Unfortunately, what he thought, he could not implement. This 
party of leaders and training the new generation would have been an 
ideal situation for the development of free India, but it remained 
Subhas’s dream only. The reality today is quite different. Subhas feared 
of chaotic situation in the country after independence and today after 
these many years of Independence, the situation in India is of chaos 
only. The qualities and responsibilities of ideal leader what he presumed 
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are nowhere seen and politics has become either a profession to earn 
money or an inherited occupation. 
Subhas had more faith on new generation than the old leaders. He 
believed that the party of the future would have to part company with 
the erstwhile leaders of the Indian people because there was no 
possibility that the old leaders would be able to adopt the principles, 
programme and policies or tactics that would be required for the next 
step of the grim fight with the Great Britain. He gave reference of 
history in this context saying, 
Rarely in history - if ever at all - do we find 
the leaders of one epoch figuring as the leaders 
of the next. The times always produce the 
required men and this will happen in India 
also. (255) 
Subhas dreamt of a strong and beautiful India. He advised that the 
new party would have to play the role of fighters and leaders in the 
national campaign against Great Britain and also the role of the 
architects of new India, who would be called upon to undertake the 
work of post war social reconstruction. He planned that the Indian 
movement would have two phases. In the first phase the fight would be 
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a national fight against Great Britain - though the leadership would be 
in the hands of the 'party of the people' representing Indian labour and 
then inter-class fight under the leadership of the same party and during 
that phase of the campaign all privileges, distinctions and vested 
interests would have to be abolished, so that a reign of perfect equality 
(social, economic and political) might be established in our country. 
Such was the great dream. Ironically what Subhas wanted to abolish 
have become lucrative temptations for join the politics today. The reign 
of perfect equality is just a dream only. 
Subhas's intensive knowledge of world history is visible when he 
chronologically talks about the world affairs of the past. He stated,  
We all know that in the seventeenth century 
England made a remarkable contribution to the 
world civilization through her ideas of 
constitutional and democratic Government. 
Similarly, in the eighteenth century, France 
made the most wonderful contribution to the 
culture of the world through her ideas of 
'liberty, equality and fraternity'. During the 
nineteenth century Germany made the most  
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remarkable gift through her Marxian 
Philosophy. During the twentieth century 
Russia has enriched the culture and 
civilization of the world through her 
achievement in proletarian revolution, 
proletarian Government and culture. The next 
remarkable contribution to the culture and 
civilization of the world, India will be called 
upon to make. (256) 
 Politics and economics are inextricably bound up together in India 
and British Rule in India existed not only for political domination but 
also for economic exploitation. So the condition was such that political 
freedom was primarily an economic necessity for us. The problem of 
giving bread to millions of our starving people, the problem of clothing 
and educating them, the problem of improving the health and physique 
of the nation could not be solved as long as India remained in bondage. 
Though it is also the fact that even today too, our government is not able 
to solve these problems and we can not claim that India is free from all 
these issues, but at least the government is free to decide the plans and 
policies to eradicate these problems. But to think of economic 
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improvement and industrial development before India received 
freedom was to put the cart before the horse. 
 British Government portrayed India as a country, full of internal 
conflicts, in which peace had been preserved by the might of England 
only. India certainly had her internal conflicts in the past as every other 
country has but these conflicts were solved by the people themselves. 
With the examples, from the ancient times of the Emperors like Ashoka 
the Great, Subhas was hopeful that Indians were one and were after 
freedom. He also hoped that there would be peace and prosperity 
everywhere, but the Britishers followed "Divide and Rule" policy, hence 
real unity among Indians could never be achieved as long as the British 
rule existed in India. The irony of the fate is that even in the present 
situation, India has more dangers from internal enemies than from the 
external. The unity that great leaders like Subhas dreamt and desired 
does not exist even today. The communal riots and opportunism, selfish 
motives, lack of spirit of sacrifice and patriotism still prevail in the 
country. The dream of united India is still to come true. 
 Subhas was in favour of organizing an international propaganda 
on behalf of India which was to be both - negative and positive. On 
negative side India was expected to refute the lies that were told about 
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India, consciously or unconsciously by the agents of Great Britain 
throughout the world. On the positive side, Indians were supposed to 
bring to the notice of the world the rich culture of India in all its aspects 
as well as India's manifold grievances. Subhas was critical and regretful 
of the fact that the Indian National Congress did not realize the value 
and the necessity of international propaganda.  
 A remarkable quality of Subhas's character that is reflected in his 
writings is his appreciation of good qualities of even the enemies i.e. the 
Britishers. As he condemned demerits and wrong decisions of Indian 
National Congress and even Gandhiji, in the same way, he praised 
virtues of Britishers. He spoke, 
There is probably nothing which I admire so 
much about the Britisher as his skill in 
propaganda. A Britisher is a born 
propagandist, and to him propaganda is more 
powerful than howitzers.  There is one other 
country in Europe which has learnt this lesson 
from Britian, and that is Russia. And it is not 
surprising that Britain cordially dislikes Russia  
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and is even afraid of her for having discovered the 
secret of her success. (258) 
 As mentioned earlier, in the years 1933 to 1937 Subhas travelled 
far and wide and wherever he went, he tried to build cordial relation for 
India. His views on foreign policy are very relevant in today’s context. 
Though he did not speak or write directly on the relations of India with 
other countries, the letters that he wrote during this period to different 
people give us his views. He fully supported the proposal for 
establishing closer cultural and commercial relations between India and 
other countries. When he visited Vienna he met Mr. Rochowanski and 
discussed problems relating Austria and India. Later on, he met a 
businessman Otto Faltis and brought out a practical plan for bringing the 
two countries together. He was not going to do any business, but would 
only help business and other relations between the two countries. 
 Subhas attended the Asiatic Students’ Congress from 22nd to 28th 
Dec. 1934 in Rome for the third time, the first one was held in London 
in 1931 and the second in Munich in 1932. There it was decided to shift 
the center of the Federation of Indian Students in Europe from London 
to Vienna and Subhas supported the proposal. 
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 In January 1934, he stayed in Rome for nearly a fortnight in 
order to explore the ground and make some friends for the cause of 
India. He later on observed that there were a few people in Rome who 
were genuinely interested in India. People generally did not know 
anything about India but they desired to know. There was no prejudice 
against Indians – rather there was sympathy. 
 Subhas was able to create a deeper interest for India in some 
persons in Rome. The official attitude was extremely favourable and 
wanted closer contact with the East. 
 Since Subhas’s first visit to Germany in 1933, he had always tried 
to improve relations between Germany and India. Unfortunately, certain 
situations arose which affected this friendship in an adverse way Indians 
felt that the atmosphere in Germany was less friendly towards them, 
compared to the past. Subhas met the prominent persons in Germany 
and tried to explain the possible reasons for that attitude against India. In 
his opinion, the reasons were: 
1. Pro-British attitude of the German government. 
2. The racial propaganda, which among the unintelligent people in 
Germany promoted a general scorn against the coloured races. 
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3. A disdainful attitude towards contemporary India among the 
highest German leaders, which was evident in their writings and 
reports. 
4. The blocking or censor of pro-Indian articles and the willful 
promoting of anti-Indian articles in the German media.   
 Subhas had many friends in Germany and among them some were 
the members of National Socialist Party. White talking with them, Bose 
often expressed his opinion as to how Germany and India’s mutual 
relations could be improved. His suggestions were as follows. 
1. A toning down of the racial propaganda so that a negative opinion 
about Indians would not be around it. 
2. An open report by one of the top ranking leaders which world 
clearly represent the true attitude of new Germany towards India. 
3. A prohibition on anti-Indian propaganda in the German press. 
 When Bose was tabling these proposals, he consciously avoided 
demanding anything which might be difficult for Germany to 
implement. For example, if a pro-British policy brought advantage to 
Germany, Bose never demanded anti-British policy, though as an Indian 
and a leader, he would always welcome such German attitude or policy. 
Similarly, he did nor demand that Germans should give up their race 
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theory, though he had many logical and scientific reasons against it. He 
only wanted it to be modified so that it willingly or unwillingly, would 
not provoke any bad opinion about Indians. Moreover, he never asked 
German press to write in favour of India he only asked it not to write 
against India. 
 The question of press propaganda was the most important one 
because the public opinion is always moulded by it. Germany, at that 
time, was an authoritarian state and therefore, the press was under the 
direct control of the Reign. 
 About this mutual relations and Germany’s role in it, Bose was 
very clear and direct. In his letter, that he wrote from Vienna to Dr. Herr 
Theirfelder on 7th November 1935, he has written, 
India will enter into a friendly relations with 
Germany if Germany so wished. If so, it is 
necessary that she recognize the obstacles 
which have been placed on the way of Indo-
German friendship and that she removes these 
without hesitation. Just offering empty words 
would not be enough. (113) 
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 Subhas’s revolutionary ideas and criticism of old method is well 
revealed in his letters written to various people. He believed that what 
was needed was a new method, a new message and a new sense of 
power.  
In a letter written to Mr. Vetter his patriotism is reflected. He 
wrote, 
I am but an unworthy representative of my 
country. If there is anything good in me, that 
belongs to my country, whatever bad there is 
in me, belongs to me and to no one else. (22) 
 In his letter to Satyendra Nath Majumdar, he always insisted that 
Satyenbabu, as he addressed him, should stop following Gandhiji, 
blindly and organize a new movement. 
 As a statesman, he not only critised others but also his own self. 
He was aware of his position and knew very well that though he planned 
big things, in reality, he did not have any significance in Indian politics 
at that time in a letter written to Satyendra Chandra Mitra on 25th July 
1934 he admitted, 
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I have no party now which I can call my own and I do not 
think that my voice carries weight with anyone 
in Bengal today. I am too conscious of my 
position – but I do not care. I am content to 
serve my country in my own way and to the 
best of my ability – even if I am alone in this 
world. (75) 
 Subhas was really pained by the situation of Bengal in those  
years – 1933-37. He thought people should be ashamed of quarreling 
among themselves over very trivial and petty matters. He was angry 
with the general unsophisticated public who did not revolt against their 
so-called spokesmen or representatives. He expressed his desire that 
whenever he would be allowed to resume his public and political 
activities in Bengal, he would insist on unanimous support in Bengal 
and if that condition would not be fulfilled, he would not touch Bengal 
politics at all. 
 Subhas wanted India to take benefit of the international situation 
as the other countries were doing. But Gandhiji’s methods of working 
did not suit it and so he was critical of Gandhiji. In a letter written to 
Santosh Kumar Basu on 3rd January 1936 he expressed, 
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Egyptians are now wide-awake. They are striking while 
the iron is hot. But where are    we? Charka - 
Harijan - Parliamentary Board - ministerial 
guddee…… is that the road to salvation? (130) 
 When Professor Amiya Chkravarti left 'Shantiniketan', he reacted 
to this action with comparison of Gandhiji with Swami Vivekananda. In 
a letter written on 7th March 1935, he wrote, 
I am somewhat surprised, that you left 
‘Santiniketan’. However, I think no tree can 
attain great heights under the shadows of 
another. At least that is what I feel when I see 
disciples of Mahatma Gandhi. That is why 
Swami Vivekanand did not keep his own 
disciples around himself for long. (93) 
 As Subhas had to travel to many countries for his treatment of 
poor health, a remarkable portion of his writings of this period can be 
named as 'travelogue'. In his letters to Santosh Kumar Basu, the Mayor 
of Calcutta and Mrs. Vetter he described his journey vividly. Subhas 
studied the Municipal administration of Vienna and was impressed 
greatly and felt that Calcutta Corporation should take advantage of his 
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experience. He proposed to write a book on Vienna from the Indian 
standpoint, embodying what he saw and learnt there. He visited Electric 
works, Gas works, Water works, Tramways, Drainage works, Housing 
works, Social welfare works, Public paths built by the corporation, Road 
making and Road clearing works. He studied each and every department 
very minutely and wanted to implement that type of work culture and 
system to provide facilities to our countrymen in general and the 
residents of Calcutta in particular. 
 He wrote many articles among which many can be described as 
his travel narratives. His essays like 'Vienna, Prague, Warsaw and 
Berlin', 'A glimpse of Aden', 'Italy', 'Karlsbad and other watering places 
of Czechoslovakia' suggest that apart from politics, he was equally 
interested in visiting new places and knowing about the life style and 
culture, architecture there. In his narrative 'Passing through Cairo', he 
writes, 
There are few cities so fascinating as Cairo, 
the capital of modern Egypt. Nursed by the 
Nile and guarded by the towering Pyramids, 
this city with its pleasing climate, luxuriant 
vegetation, lovely streets and picturesque  
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buildings has an unceasing attraction for the 
foreigners. (291) 
 It is surprising to find that Subhas, who has analysed political 
situations and international history with a tone of seriousness, the same 
man can write like a professional novelist. While describing Pyramids, 
he writes, 
……… so these were the monuments of stone 
that had fired the imagination of even a soldier 
like Napoleon! ….. 
Round the Pyramids we walked in and out of 
several excavations, wondering all the time 
what the pyramids had to teach us. Yes, we 
could also feel an inspiration. Standing before 
those towering giants against the background 
of the endless and dreary desert, one could 
realize the majesty of man and the immortality 
of the soul. The authors of those edifices had 
defied time. (292)          
 While going through the writings of Subhas of this period, I could 
understand that he was not only a revolutionary political leader. His 
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personality was multi-faceted and his interests in other subjects than 
politics are equally interesting. He is primarily known as a politician 
because politics was his preference but a close study of his letters and 
articles reveals that he was a great lover of nature. He appreciated nature 
in its each and every form. 
 In a letter to Mrs. Naomi C. Vetter written on 4th August 1933 he 
writes about his love of mountains, 
I am personally a lover of the mountains and 
one of my regrets is that we in Bengal do not 
have more mountains. To reach the mountains, 
we have to travel right up to the north i.e. to 
the Himalayas. We have one of the grandest 
snow views of the world that is Kanchanjunga 
which is 27,000 ft. (24) 
 He was fond of Skiing and Vienna, he enjoyed that much. He 
appreciated the scenery in Austria and Switzerland and described it as 
'charming'. 
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  In one more letter to Mrs. Vetter dated 11th May 1934, he wrote, 
I have liked Budapest very much. It is 
picturesque and its natural scenery is very 
attractive. 
 Subhas's correspondence with Mrs. Kitty Kurti brings out a 
surprising fact that he was very much interested in psychology. A letter 
written on 23rd February 1934, to Mrs. Kurti reveals, 
I was very fond of Psychology myself and also 
studied experimental Psychology for some 
time. If I had not taken to political life - I 
would probably have been a Psychologist. (56) 
 He thoroughly studied Freud's book on 'Dreams' and applied his 
theories to interpret his own dreams. He wanted Mrs. Kurti's help in 
guiding him to read books of English psychologists. He frequently 
discussed with her about the latest developments in the field of 
psychology. In a letter written on 25th July 1936, he wrote,  
……can you let me know Dr. Jung's latest 
book or brochure on psycho-analytical 
problems? How far has he developed his own 
ideas on Freud's conception of repression and 
Freud's method of psycho-analysis? (180) 
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 He also knew people who worked on educational methods and 
educational psychology. 
 Subhas was equally interested in reading books on world history. 
He frequently asked his friends for the suggestions about books or gave 
his reviews on the books that he read. 
 During the years 1933-37 Subhas had enough time to think on 
various issues and express his thinking in letters and articles. He was 
basically a student of philosophy and his ideological thinking constitutes 
a substantial part of his letters. 
 Once when Dilip Kumar Roy asked him about his attitude 
towards Shiva he replied that he was torn between his love for Shiva, 
Kali and Krishna. He agreed that all three were fundamentally one but 
one always prefers one symbolism to other. Shiva, the ideal yogi had 
always fascinated him and Kali as a mother made a permanent appeal to 
him. He was believer in Mantra Shakti. He believed that Mantras have 
an inherent Shakti. Prior to that, he had the ordinary rationalistic view 
that Mantras are like symbols and they are aid to concentration. But his 
study of Tantra philosophy gradually convinced him that certain 
Mantras have an inherent Shakti and that each mental constitution was 
fitted for a particular Mantra. Since then he always tried his best to find 
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out what his mental constitution was like and which Mantra would suit 
him but he failed to find it out because his moods often varied and he 
was sometimes a Shaiva, sometimes a Sakta and sometimes a Vaishnav. 
Subhas here speaks about the importance of 'Guru', 
I think it is here that the Guru becomes useful 
because the real Guru knows more about 
ourselves than we do and he at once could tell 
us what Mantra we should take up and which 
method of worship we should follow. (02) 
 He wanted Indians to be self-disciplined. He felt discipline had 
been destroyed completely from within and without. And why it was 
destroyed was due to the lack of respect and faith. He always believed 
that if there was no respect and faith in regard to an ideal, discipline and 
dedication could never come. He wanted to create a wave of idealism in 
the country. 
 Subhas believed in God and admitted it on many occasion. In a 
letter to Anil Chandra Ganguly on 8th August 1937, he wrote, 
I believe in God. I also believe in prayer.…… 
I am but an instrument in the hands of the 
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 Divine. I never consciously pray for anything 
material. It is mean and sordid. (216) 
 He believed in two kinds of spiritual exercises. First was self 
assertion where he would sit down peacefully and think that he had 
overcome all the human vices i.e. lust, anger, temptation and fear among 
others. That gave him a lot of strength and thorough that he was able to 
overcome many weaknesses. Secondly, he practiced - self surrender - 
where he would merge himself with the Power Divine and felt the 
Divine energy flowing in him. 
 Subhas believed that self analysis was equally important when 
one analysed one's behaviour and detect unworthy elements in it. It 
helped one to overcome them. Detection was half victory for him. We 
suffer because we do not know our minds and mind is such a subtle 
thing that it always deceives itself. 
 Subhas considered life as an eternal conflict and rightly concluded 
that there was no inner peace till we overcame all our passions. But 
gradually we find pleasure in fighting and when some desire or passion 
is overcome there is a great satisfaction and a sense of self confidence. 
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 Subhas admitted that he found philosophy interesting but was 
not able to devote more time to it because of his political preferences. 
However he did not regret it as, "life is short and energy is limited". He 
speaks about his greatest joy and his greatest pain very frankly to Anil 
Kumar Ganguly. He wrote, 
The greatest joy I have so far experienced is in 
living a life of uncertainty and adventure - and 
a life devoted to a cause. It compensates you 
for all your suffering and sorrow, and it makes 
life romantic. 
The greatest pain I have received is from the 
behaviour of human beings. Some times your 
own friends, from whom you expected better 
and nobler things. (217) 
 With all his inner strength and intellectual powers, ultimately 
Subhas also was a normal human being who at times, though very rarely 
was depressed and disappointed too. On 9th August 1937, he wrote to 
Khitish Prasad Chattopadhyay, 
The path is long and dreary at times I feel 
weary. Darkness overtakes me relieved by 
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 occasional flashes of lightening. But what of 
that? There is pleasure in travelling. I am still 
a homeless wanderer. Peace, Peace! I have not 
found peace yet, nor satisfaction.  
It is not the lightening alone which lures me, 
but the darkness as well. It is not that the 
bright future alone which calls, but the gloomy 
uncertainty as well. If I should fall before I 
reach the light what of that? There is pleasure 
in travelling - in groping, also in falling. (218) 
 The striking feature of Subhas's writings is that he is direct and 
apt. His writings are not ambiguous. His thoughts are clear and so is his 
expression. 
 He is very frank. He is well aware of his nature. Once when 
Satyendra Chandra Mitra asked for his support, he wrote, 
I always believe in frankness, even when that 
frankness alienates friends. (82) 
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 In the same letter, he continues, 
I love you as a clear friend. I am grateful to 
you for what you have done for those 
important people who suffer so much and who 
have very few friends in the world. I honour 
you as a patriot …… but I do not have 
confidence in the machinery that has set you 
up as a candidate. 
I shall continue to say and to do what I 
consider right, even if that brings upon me 
untold suffering and unpopularity. (83) 
 Whenever he felt strongly, he wrote strongly. He spoke bluntly 
because he was a plain and straight forward man who had the courage to 
speak truth, to call a spade a spade. He continued to fight for Bengal and 
for the best interests of India even if that put him as an inglorious man. 
 He was direct in expressing appreciation as well as criticism. As 
he criticized openly, in the same way he could praise heartily or admit 
his own mistakes. In 1937 November, Gandhiji met Subhas in Calcutta 
and insisted that he should visit Badgastein in Austria to improve his 
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health. Subhas acknowledged it and in his letter to Mrs. J. Dharmavir 
he wrote, 
I must say in fairness to this old man that he 
pressed me to get away and recoup my health. 
Without his insistence it would have been 
impossible for me to get away. (234) 
 Once when he did not get letters from Tushar Kanti Ghosh, he 
thought Tushar had stopped writing to him, but later on he discovered 
that he himself was to blame because he forgot to reply Tushar's letter. 
He immediately answered Tushar, confessing his mistake. 
 From the core of his heart Subhas loved Bengal and Bengalis and 
yet, he could reveal their weakness very clearly. In a letter to 
Satyendranath Majumdar on 23rd December 1935, he wrote, 
Bengalis must work together. The Bengali is 
much too envious of others and jealous, we 
must free ourselves of those drawbacks. (129) 
 He respected Rabindranath Tagore and always addressed him as 
'Revered Sir', but to him even, he once wrote in a very polite manner but 
with very stern words. For his book 'The Indian Struggle' Bose desired 
that Mr. George Bernard Shaw wrote something in introduction. But Mr. 
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Shaw knew nothing about him so Bose asked the favour from Tagore 
to introduce him to Shaw. He writes, 
I shall deem it a great favour if you would 
write to Mr. Bernard Shaw. But I should not 
like to make the request, if you feel in any way 
disinclined or embarrassed to do so. And if 
you decide to write to him, kindly write in 
such a way that it may lead to positive results. 
There is no point in writing just to keep my 
request. (77) 
 The writings of Subhas are full of intellectual arguments and 
represent his logical thinking. However somewhere within Subhas was 
an emotional person who also was moved by little acts of kindness and 
love. In a letter to Mrs. Vetter he once wrote, 
We are, as a people exceedingly emotional, 
though personally I am supposed to have an 
impassive exterior. (20-21) 
 Subhas gives references of Indian and international history in his 
letters, articles and speeches. His knowledge of the Vedas, the 
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Upanishads and the Puranas is extensive and well reflected in his 
writings. 
 With these historical references, sometimes, though very rarely 
(in these years) Subhas wrote about social problems of India. About 
over population Subhas wrote in 1937 to Sita Dharmveer that, 
I also think that Indians bring too many babies 
into the world all for what? To die because 
few of them grow up as adults. That brings us 
to the question of controlling population, 
which is absolutely essential for India. (210) 
 He was equally against the false social customs and rituals. When 
Santosh Kumar Basu got his Son Anil married, Subhas wrote, 
I hope that you did not waste money in feeding 
people who need not be fed but I am afraid 
that the hope is a forlorn one. Nothing less 
than a dictator is needed to put our social 
customs right. (220) 
 Subhas was a man of thought and action. He always believed in 
taking advantage of the international situation for the benefit of India. 
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However, the writings of this phase suggest that during this time, he 
has thought more and acted less or rather to say, he could act less 
because of his poor health and long stay abroad for treatments. Though 
as a political leader his contribution is not very significant in this era, he 
emerged out as a thinker, philosopher and a true patriot caring and 
dreaming for his country. Importantly, he was revealing India to Indians 
as well as foreigner. His writings particularly articles with descriptions 
of cities and nature as well as his knowledge of history put him in the 
category of a scholar undoubtedly.   
Subhas’s ideas were complex and his activities were perplexing. 
Doubts were expressed whether he believed in fascism or Communism. 
In fact, Subhas was not a believer in the efficiency or efficacy of either 
to achieve his ideal. He was a believer in samyavad- the doctrine of 
synthesis or equality. His vision of the future – India will produce a 
synthesis of all that is good in the progressive political philosophy of the 
world, be it fascism, Communism or parliamentary democracy. He did 
not believe in the mystic doctrinism. A thorough student of logic and 
philosophy he could not so. He was immensely proud of our ancient 
traditions and culture but was not prepared to stick to the same like a 
fundamentalist. His glowing revolutionary spirit and scientific outlook 
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urged him to march on leaving the past behind, though the path may be 
long and full of thorns. There can be no obstacle to stop the march He 
would go onward, there can be hurdles to cross but he was determined to 
reach his goal. It may be delayed but not denied. He never went alone 
but took his countrymen with him. There were strugglers but he did not 
leave them behind; he collected them all and made them march with 
him. By his courage, sincerity, service and faith, he inspired all. His 
purity, feelings and love touched all, then and now.  
Subhas was a true sanyasi or a karmyogi. He was a votary of   
Shakti, at the same time he was an example of the vaishnavic principles 
of endurance, humility and respectfulness. The Upanishads, the Tantras, 
the Gita, the teachings of Ramakrishna and the writings of Swami 
Vivekananda, the theories of western philosophers like Kant, Hegel, and 
Bergson made deep impressions on him and left their impressions in his 
life. Subhas was a leader of thought and action. In working under 
hopelessly adverse circumstances, Subhas excelled himself. The 
indomitable spirit survived all evils. Through trials, travails and 
tribulations, prosecutions and persecutions, he maintained the reckless 
abundance of vigorous youth in the service of his motherland. 
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In an ending note it can be said that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
had been planning a gigantic struggle ever since 1932 and knew that  
that struggle  at the psychological moment of international turmoil 
would be turned into a regular battle against the Imperialist state of 
Britain. Keeping this in view, he made contact with all Indians in 
Europe and established his relations with most of the diplomats and 
functionaries of the independent countries of Europe. And thus he won 
their sympathies and enlisted their support towards the cause of India’s 
independence. Subhas’s statesmanship and diplomacy succeeded in 
preparing the ground during his sojourn in Europe i.e. during the years 
1933-36. 
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Bose Subhas Chandra, Letters, Articles, Speeches and Statements 
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University Press, 1993. 
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 In 1938 Subhas Chandra Bose reached the peak of his political 
life in India when he was elected the President of the Indian National 
Congress. Leading the forces of uncompromising anti-colonialism and 
socialism, he was re-elected in 1939, having defeated Gandhiji's 
nominee in a bitterly contested election. However, in the face of 
vehement opposition from the right wing of the Congress and Gandhi, 
he submitted his resignation. This chapter focuses on the analysis of 
Bose's letters, other writings and speeches from January 1938 until just 
after his resignation in April 1939. 
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 During his tenure as the Congress President, Subhas Chandra 
Bose worked towards the two-fold objective he had set for himself. He 
told Rajni Palme Dutt in an interview in January 1938, 
My personal view today is that the Indian 
National Congress should be organized on the 
broadest anti-imperialistic front, and should 
have the two fold objective of winning 
political freedom and the establishment of a 
socialist regime. (3) 
 Convinced of the need to be prepared for independence, Bose 
outlined his long period programme for a Free India. The first problem 
to tackle, according to him was increasing population. He was probably 
the first among India's political leaders to articulate a policy of 
population control. He knew that for re-construction the principal 
problem was to eradicate poverty from the country. That further 
required a radical reform of the country's land system including the 
abolition of landlordism. Agricultural indebtedness had to be liquated 
and provision was to be made for cheap credit for the rural population.  
 It was at that time that Subhas reasonably realized that to solve 
the economic problem of the country, agricultural improvement was not 
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enough and an ambitious plan for state directed industrial development 
was be necessary.  
 He believed that the state in the independent India would, 
on the advice of a planning commission have 
to adopt a comprehensive scheme for 
gradually socializing our entire agricultural 
and industrial system in the spheres of both 
production and appropriation. (183) 
 Bose believed in 1938 that the Congress party could not be asked 
to wither away but, on the contrary, had a key role to play in the work of 
national reconstruction after independence. He trusted that the existence 
of multiple parties and the democratic basis of the Congress party would 
prevent the future Indian state becoming a totalitarian one. Inner party 
democracy would ensure that the leaders were not thrust upon the 
people from above, but elected from below. 
 During 1938 Subhas Chandra Bose sought to act on most of the 
items on his Haripura agenda. As initial steps towards drawing up a blue 
print for the socio-economic reconstruction of India, he convened 
conferences of Congress Premiers and Industries Ministers of Provinces, 
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and held meetings with leaders of the scientific community. In the 
course of a conversation with Meghnad Saha at a meeting of the Indian 
Science New Association, he called for a far-reaching co-operation 
between science and politics. Finally in October 1938, Bose announced 
the formation of the National Planning Committee. He wrote to 
Jawaharlal Nehru on 19 October 1938; 
I hope you will accept the Chairmanship of the 
Planning Committee. You must, if it is to be a 
success. (183) 
 In his speech inaugurating the work of the committee on 17 
December 1938, Bose argued that there could be a symbiosis between 
planning for heavy industries and stimulating the revival of cottage 
industries. 
 Another issue high on priorities in 1938 was the improvement in 
the relations between different religious communities. Bose had long 
believed that Hindu-Muslim unity was not only essential for the anti-
colonial struggle but that in independent India there ought to be an 
equitable dispersal of power among religious and linguistic 
communities. Bose called on Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the President of 
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the All India Muslim League in Bombay on 14 May 1938 and began a 
fresh attempt to negotiate a settlement of the Hindu-Muslim question. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, his predecessor as the Congress President, who had 
declared after the 1937 elections that there were only two parties in 
India - the British Government and the Congress, had queered the pitch. 
Nehru had looked through a telescope, Jinnah had been told, for a 
Hindu-Muslim problem and had failed to spot it. The Bose-Jinnah 
correspondence in Netaji collected works; volume 9 reveals that Jinnah 
insisted on the Muslim League being recognized as the representative 
organization of the Muslims of India as the basis for any substantive 
negotiations between the Congress and the League. The Congress could 
not possibly accept the implication that it was merely a 'communal 
organization'. Jinnah felt that while the League was equally anxious for 
a settlement, it needed to inform the Congress of the basis on which the 
negotiations between the two organizations should proceed since Nehru 
had called the very existence of the League into question. The 
exchanges of 1938 foundered on the inability of the Congress and the 
League to agree on the basis for negotiations.   
 Bose's approach to the intertwined challenges to the construction 
of an all-India nationalism presented by affiliations of religious 
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community and linguistic region was significantly different and 
substantially more generous than that of most others among the 
Congress leadership. 
 During 1938 Bose continued to take strong interest in 
international affairs, which he had developed during his years of 
European exile. He sent the Congress Medical Mission to China as a 
symbol of solidarity against Japanese aggression and closely monitored 
developments in Europe. By the end of the year he had come to the 
conclusion that the international situation was favourable for the 
launching of another mass movement against colonial rule.  
             With the Congress movement gaining around there was a great 
awakening among the students and youth of India. They became 
conscious of their own strength and began to organize themselves 
mostly in support of the Congress programme and sometimes they even 
went further. There was continuity in upheaval amongst the students 
who during the ‘anti-Partition’ days of Bengal in 1905-06 and in 
subsequent days showed remarkable determination and capacity for 
suffering and sacrifice. There was no separate organization of students 
in those days .It appeared as a distinct entity in the student days of 
Subhas and has since then maintained its existence as such with their 
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programme. The student and youth movement received great impetus 
from the support of Subhas and Pandit Javaharlal Nehru who 
represented the impetuosity of youth and the extreme views trying to 
capture Congress. During the non-Co-operation Movement the students 
had played a very important part, and without their help the Movement 
could not made such a progress. They responded splendidly to the 
appeal of Congress leaders to boycott the educational institutions. Their 
services were in requisition for collecting money and enlisting the 
members of the Congress. Subhas has recorded his appreciation in the 
following words,  
it was these students-workers who carried the 
message of the Congress to all the corners of 
the country, who collected funds, enlisted 
members, held meetings and demonstrations, 
preached temperance, established Arbitration-
Boards, taught spinning and weaving and 
encouraged the revival of home industries. 
(Ghosh kali: Saint Turned)  (06) 
In 1928, when the conflict of the elder statesmen with the younger 
section became more manifest, the student and youth organizations 
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sprang up throughout India and held several meetings on an All-India 
basis. Subhas presided over several students’ and youth Congresses and 
Conferences, and in fact he was at that time the most popular leader with 
the younger section of the population. Through him bubbled forth the 
ideals and ambitions of the youth and he became the most pronounced 
protagonist of their cause. As to aims and objects of the Youth 
Movement, Subhas believed that they must have an organization of their 
own, if they wish to exist as self-respecting individuals and prepare 
themselves for their future career as citizens of a great country. He 
stated that while the political problems of the country were great the 
problems of the youth were more important and more vital to the 
emancipation of the country. Students can not keep themselves tied to 
the pages of their book and the curriculum of their exams. In the 
formative years of life they should also look to a broader aspects of life 
and prepare themselves for the struggle that lied ahead of them. They 
should refuse to be ‘book-worms, gold medalists and clerks’ but should 
endeavor to be ‘men of character who will become great by greatness 
for the country in different spheres of life’. He expected young men on 
whom he reposed such great faith for the regeneration of the country, to 
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develop their character and personality and thereby render the most 
effective and useful service to the cause of their country. 
Subhas had enunciated the youth and student movements and 
what he expected the youth in the struggle for freedom, as well as in 
every sphere of life. About the scope of the Youth Movement he said, 
Broadly speaking, the Youth Movement has 
five aspects, viz. political, social, economic, 
physical and cultural. The aim of the 
Movement is a twofold one—to break this 
fivefold bondage and as a result of 
emancipation to give an impetus to self-
fulfillments and self-expression.  
(Ghosh kali: Saint Turned)  (07) 
 Subhas's writings have a natural quality and spontaneity. The 
presidential speech at Haripura Congress shows the clarity of thoughts 
and ideas of Subhas Chandra Bose. The problems, which confronted the 
country then and even now, were visualized in his bold style, leaving 
little to imagination. The topics dealt were varied. He dealt with the 
themes of imperialism and nationalism, socialism, national planning 
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science, constitutional issues, Hindu-Muslim relations, European 
politics, the role of women in the society etc. 
 His language is lucid and arguments are rational. His knowledge 
and intelligence are visible in his style of writing. He continuously 
quotes from Indian and Foreign history. For example, he mentions in his 
famous Haripura speech, 
In the East, as well as in the west, empires 
have invariably gone through a process of 
expansion and after reaching the zenith of 
prosperity, have gradually shrunk into 
insignificance and sometimes death. The 
Roman empire of the ancient times and the 
Turkish and Austro-Hungarian empires of the 
modern period are the striking examples of 
this law. The empires in India - the Maurya, 
the Gupta and the Moghul empires are no 
exceptions to this rule. (5) 
 Here he has observed the patterns of historical phenomena and the 
coming up and the falling down of empires. 
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 Subhas's style is formal. He is argumentative and makes an 
intellectual appeal in his writing. His letters and statements to Gandhiji 
and Jawaharlal Nehru regarding Tripuri controversy clearly indicate this 
rationality. He wrote to Jawaharlal Nehru on 28th March 1939, 
You have complained of an atmosphere of 
mutual suspicion and lack of faith at the top. 
May I tell you that till the Presidential 
election, there was far less suspicion and lack 
of faith among the members of the working 
committee in my regime than in yours? The 
trouble, so far as I am aware, started with my 
success at the election contest. If I had been 
defeated, then in all possibility the public 
would not have heard of the 'aspersion' affair. 
(193) 
 Jawaharlal Nehru had the habit of proclaiming his individuality 
and insisted that he did not represent any party. To this, Subhas Chandra 
Bose argued in his letter very strongly and expressed that if one should 
believe in certain ideas and principles, one should strive to translate 
them into reality and that could be done only by party or organization. 
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 Subhas Chandra Bose is brutally frank when it comes to express 
his views and feelings on different issues. He writes directly and 
conveys exactly what is there in his mind. On 21st December 1938, he 
wrote to Gandhiji, 
The position is that you attach more value and 
importance to the views of these three 
gentlemen (Sjt. N. R. Scarcer, Sjt. G. D. Birla 
and Maulana Azad) than to the views of those 
who are responsible for running Congress 
organization … your letter has given rise to a 
crisis in which it is necessary for me to speak 
very frankly. 
The longer this reactionary ministry remains in 
office the more communal will the atmosphere 
of Bengal become and the weaker will the 
Congress grow. (123) 
 After Tripuri controversy on presidential elections, he was very 
disappointed and disheartened by the stand of Jawaharlal Nehru in the 
whole affair and he expressed his bitter feelings very openly in his letter 
to Jawaharlal Nehru. He conveyed the latter that he had done more harm 
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personally to Subhas Chandra Bose than all the twelve members of the 
working committee. 
 Subhas Chandra Bose is free and transparent in expressing his 
views but at the same time there are certain letters in which he becomes 
very emotional and sentimental. Though he had ideological differences 
with Gandhiji, he was ready to surrender and work in Gandhiji's 
leadership if it was beneficial for the cause of freedom. He expressed the 
same views in his letter to Gandhiji on 31st March 1939. 
I feel so strongly on this point that I am 
prepared to make any sacrifice, If you take up 
the struggle, I shall most gladly help you to do 
the best of my ability. If you feel that the 
Congress will be able to fight better with 
another President, I will gladly step aside. 
(137) 
 Subhas letter to Ravindranath Tagore is highly philosophical. He 
wrote that sacrifice was interpreted wrongly. It looked as if pain and 
suffering were interrelated with sacrifice. In genuine sacrifice there was 
no pain. In fact, sacrifice could give immense happiness and that 
happiness inspired and encouraged earnest prayer. 
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 Subhas's writings are highly formal. His sentences are of mixed 
order. Some times he contemplates deeply and writes big sentences with 
clauses whereas some times he is very apt and brief. 
 For example, this statement from his famous Haripura speech, 
The iniquitous and inequitable commercial 
safeguards embodied in the Act will make it 
impossible for any effective measures to be 
adopted in order to protect and promote Indian 
national industries especially where they might 
as they often do, conflict with British 
commercial or industrial interests. (21) 
 And to conclude the same speech he asked for the blessing of 
Mahatmaji and spoke, 
We need him to keep our people united. We 
need him for the cause of Indian 
Independence. We need him to keep our 
struggle free from bitterness and hatred. We 
need him for the cause of humanity. (30) 
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 Written in a day at his Calcutta home on the eve of his departure 
for Haripura, His Haripura speech provided an incisive analysis of the 
strength and weaknesses of the worldwide structure of British 
imperialism and an egalitarian vision of the socio-economic 
reconstruction of free India. This speech shows the clarity of his 
thoughts and ideas. The problems, which confronted the country then, 
were visualized in his bold style leaving little to imagination. His 
suggestions regarding the solution of the problems still deserve careful 
consideration. He dealt with different subjects.. His words about the 
relations with the British people after severance of British connection 
are worth remembering in the present context. He said, 
We have no enmity towards the British people. 
We are fighting Great Britain and we want the 
fullest liberty to determine our future relations 
with her. But once we have self determination 
there is no reason why we should not enter 
into the most cordial relations with the British 
people. (16) 
 The remark, which Subhas made before 65 years has come true 
today. The present policy of Indian Government invites all the 
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multinational companies to invest in India and Britain is no exception. 
According to World Trade Organization, India is a 'Free Trade Zone' 
where any country of the World can do business. We are a part of 
Commonwealth Nations, which is a league of countries who were under 
the reign of Britishers in past. All these prove that in one way or the 
other, Subhas's idea is accepted and at present there is no bitterness or 
enmity between India and Britain.  
 The most important event in the history of the world during 1938-
39 was the Second World War, Subhas wanted to take maximum benefit 
of it and exploit the opportunity to India's advantage. He wanted to 
present the British Government with a 'national demand' in the form of 
an ultimatum, but he could not make impression on Gandhiji, Jawaharlal 
Nehru or any other leader. Though a large section of Indian public 
approved of his stand and even the Indian students in England sent him 
a largely signed document approving of his policy. Nevertheless it was 
futile. Being a student of international politics, he knew that European 
crisis would be in spring and he kept on writing ultimate to the British 
Government regarding this, but all was in vain. Today, after 58 years of 
Indian Independence, it can be said that had Subhas got the support of 
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Indian leaders at that juncture of history, we would have been free ten 
years earlier. 
 Subhas had been accused of being an extremist or an opportunist 
who wanted to avail this chance for the freedom of India when Britain 
herself was in trouble. This stand may look like a shrewd or a selfish 
step but it is beyond doubt that there was no harm or violation of moral 
code if it would have been used against Britishers who were torturing us 
and reigning over us for years and extracting the wealth of India and 
diverting it to England. After this shrewd and planned thinking of 
Subhas, the ultimate and the most important aim was India's freedom for 
which he was ready to do anything. He wrote to Gandhiji on 6th April 
1939, 
All these days I have been praying for only 
one thing - for light as to the path that would 
be best for my country and my country's 
freedom I have asked for strength and 
inspiration to completely efface myself - 
should the need and occasion arise. It is my 
firm conviction that a nation can live, only if 
the individuals composing it be ready to die  
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for its sake whenever it is necessary. This 
moral or spiritual 'harakiri' is not an easy 
thing. But may God grant me the strength to 
face it whenever the country's interest 
demands it. (149) 
 India has witnessed coalition government for a decade or so and it 
is a debatable issue whether this experiment is beneficial or harmful and 
which extent has it achieved its objective. The problem with coalition 
government of today is that the parties support one another, after 
elections just for the selfish purpose of achieving power. In 1938, 
Subhas felt the need of a coalition government to improve the 
communal situation and to strengthen nationalistic resistance to British 
rule. In order for the Congress to be able to present a united national 
demand to the British, Bose felt that at least one of the two conditions 
should be met settlement at all - India level with the Muslim League; or 
coalition governments with Congress participation. As a Congress 
President, Bose was instrumental to installing the coalition ministry 
headed by Gopinath Bardolol in Assam and leading support to Allah 
Bur's ministry in Sind. In their efforts towards working out a coalition 
arrangement in their home province of Bengal, Subhas Chandra Bose 
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and his elder brother Sarat Chandra were thwarted by the Congress 
high command and by Gandhiji himself. Bose had been opposed in 
principle to office acceptance in 1937, but in the absence of a mass 
Satyagraha campaign, and given the decision to form ministries in seven 
provinces, he felt coalition government in the remaining provinces 
would improve the relations between the two communities and it would 
also unite the nation as a whole against the Britishers. On 21st 
December 1938, he wrote to Gandhiji, 
While endeavouring to bring about a coalition 
ministry in the remaining three provinces, we 
should lose no time in announcing our 
decision on the various Hindu-Muslim 
problems that would have come for discussion 
if negotiations had taken place between the 
Congress and the Muslim League. 
Simultaneously, we should hold into the 
grievances of the Muslim against the Congress 
government. These two steps will help to 
satisfy reasonable Muslims that we are  
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anxious to understand their complaints and to 
remedy them as far as humanly possible. (122) 
 Such was his attitude to bridge the rift between the two 
communities. Today, when communalism has become the greatest 
obstacle in the progress of our country, it is very important to note how 
Subhas dealt with the same problem years back. Even after 58 years of 
independence, we are unable to solve this biggest trouble. Godhara 
incident of 2004 is the darkest blot on the name of humanity. Netaji, in 
his times tried to sort out the differences between communities. His 
concerns and efforts deserve appreciation. He communicated with the 
President of the Muslim League, M. A. Jinnah and discussed many 
issues and tried to come to a common platform but unfortunately could 
not succeed. 
 Bose believed that the Congress could not possibly consider itself 
and function as if it represented only one community only even though 
that might be the majority community in India. Its doors must inevitably 
be open to all communities and it must welcome all Indians who agree 
with its general policy and method. It cannot accept the position of 
representing one community and thus itself becoming a communal 
organization.       
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 Mussalmans of India, though a minority in the whole country, 
formed a very considerable part of the population and their wishes and 
desires must be considered in any scheme affecting India. All India 
Muslim League was the authoritative and representative organization of 
the Mussalmans of India, which represented a large body of Muslim 
opinion, which must carry weight. It was for that reason that the 
Congress had endeavoured to understand the viewpoint of the league 
and to come to an understanding with it. 
 With the above ideas in mind in consideration with Congress 
Working Committee, Bose started his negotiation with M. Jinnah. But 
the Muslim League passed a resolution according to which first the 
Congress should accept and admit that the Muslim League is the 
authoritative and communal organization. This was not only impossible 
but also improbable and improper for the Congress to admit such a 
resolution because there were other Muslim organizations, which had 
been functioning independently of the Muslim League and some of them 
were the staunch supporters of the Congress. On 25th July 1938, Bose 
wrote to Jinnah, 
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Is it not enough that the Congress is not only 
willing but eager to establish the friendliest 
relations with the League and come to an 
honourable understanding over the much 
vexed Hindu-Muslim question? (115)  
 He always believed that the Congress was in no sense a 
communal organization. In fact, it had always fought against the 
communal spirit because it was detrimental to the growth of pure and 
undefiled nationalism. 
 Subhas had dreams for independent India. He was a visionary 
who planned for free India. He believed that India needed to consider 
the problem of population at the earliest. 70 years ago, he could foresee 
this problem. He was very correct to set this issue as a problem even 
before we got independence, when India had big issues to solve like 
poverty, starvation and diseases. We cannot afford to have our 
population mounting up by thirty million during a single decade. Subhas 
believed that if the population continued to go up by leaps and bounds, 
as it did in the past, all the plans of free India would fail. He mentioned 
this point in his Haripura speech, 
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It will, therefore, be desirable to restrict our 
population until we are able to feed, educate 
those who already exist. It is not necessary at 
this stage to prescribe the methods that should 
be adopted to prevent a further increase in 
population but I would urge that public 
attention be drawn to this question. (15) 
 If at that time only, Subhas had given some methods and 
measures and insisted that each one should follow it, perhaps it would 
have been more effective. He thought about the problem, very 
appropriately mentioned about it, but was helpless to solve it. 
 According to Subhas Chandra Bose, one of the biggest works 
after independence was the reconstruction of the country and for that we 
were to eradicate poverty. That required a radical change in the land 
system, and the landlordism was to be abolished. To think about this in 
today's context, landlordism is almost abolished in the country and there 
are laws and rules for the peasants to protect them from the slavery of 
the rich, but the fact remains that poverty is not abolished. We have 
failed to eradicate it and instead cities are over flooded with slums. 
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What Subhas thought as the most important work for the reconstruction 
of free India could not be achieved even today. 
 According to Subhas to solve economic problem, we should have 
considered two major points: (1) Agriculture to combine with science 
with a view to increasing the yield from the land; (2) A comprehensive 
scheme of industrial development under state ownership and state 
control. Subhas believed that a new industrial system would have to be 
built up in place of the old one, which had collapsed because of mass 
production in other countries and the foreign rule in India. The Planning 
Commission should carefully consider and decide which of the home 
industries could be revived despite the competition of modern factories. 
He expressed his views in this regard in his Haripura speech,  
However much we may dislike modern 
industrialism and condemn the evils which follow 
in its train, we can not go back to the pre-industrial 
era, even if we desire to do so. It is well; therefore, 
that we should reconcile ourselves to industrialism 
and devise means to minimize its evils and at the 
same time explore the possibilities of reviving 
cottage industries. (16) 
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 Subhas could foresee the problems related with industrialism but 
at the same time he strongly felt that to move with the world, it was 
unavoidable. He was more or less, right in his belief. Today, when the 
whole world has become a global village and exchange of goods for 
business is a common phenomenon, we cannot think of acquiring a 
reputed place in world trade without advanced industries. 
 Subhas had a vision to strengthen and consolidate Congress party. 
He believed that it could not be done if the ministers just sat in their 
offices. He wanted to change the composition and character of 
bureaucracy. He said, "If this is not done the Congress party may come 
to grief." (17)  
How true he was! Today not only Congress but all the political 
parties are fighting for this existence because they ignored that basic 
need to go close to and understand the people and their requirement. 
Next, Subhas was of the opinion that Congress Ministers should 
introduce schemes for reconstruction in spheres of education, health, 
prohibition, industry, agriculture, prison reforms, irrigation, workers' 
welfare etc. He believed that in all these affairs there should be a 
uniform policy for the whole nation. 
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 If we think in the perspective of the present situation, had this 
uniformity been there, there would have been no dispute among the 
State governments, but unfortunately the system is quite opposite today. 
We witness one state refusing to give water or electricity to the other. 
More of regionalism and less of nationalism is prevalent today. Thus, 
Subhas's dream remained a dream like many of his other dreams. 
During 1930s people of India had understood 
well the need and importance of liberty and 
freedom. The awakening among the masses in 
those years was tremendous. But it gave rise to 
certain new problems and party leaders had to 
think about them. Subhas also did so. 
Meetings attended by fifty thousand men and 
women were a usual occurrence in those days. 
It was found that to control such meetings and 
demonstrations, the machinery was not 
adequate. There was a big problem of 
mobilizing that phenomenal mass energy and 
enthusiasm and directing them along proper 
lines. In his Haripura address, Subhas  
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presented his concern over this issue, Have 
we got volunteer corps for our purpose? Have 
we got a cadre of officers for our national 
service? Do we provide any training for our 
budding leaders, for our promising young 
workers? The answers to these questions are 
too patent to need elaboration. We have not 
yet provided all these requirements of a 
modern political party but it is high time that 
we did. (24) 
 He realized that a disciplined volunteer corps manned by trained 
officers was exceedingly necessary. Moreover education and training 
should be provided for the political workers to produce better type of 
leaders in future.  
 The same ideas were adopted and taken care of when India 
became independent. Perhaps that is why we have National Defence 
Academy and Military Colleges. The Sainik Schools are believed to be 
the brain-children of the then Defense Minister, late Shri Lal Bahadur 
Shastri, Shri V. K. Krishna Menon, but the ideas of Subhas reveal that 
they were hidden somewhere in his mind years back.  
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 Politics today has become a game in the hands of criminals and 
tainted people. The people having real leadership qualities do not come 
forward to serve the nation, as politics is no longer a means to serve the 
nation, but to use power for selfish purposes only. It is saddening to note 
that leaving apart the special training of politics most of our leaders are 
not even simple graduates.   
 Subhas had keen interest in creation of the foreign policy for India 
and for the development of International contacts. He attached great 
importance to that work because he believed that in the years to come, 
international development would favour freedom struggle in India. He 
had a correct appreciation of the world situation at every stage and he 
even knew how to take advantage of that. He derived inspiration from 
the example of Italy. He believed that as Egypt won her treaty of 
alliance with Great Britain without firing a shot, simply because she 
knew how to take advantage of the Anglo-Italian tension in the 
Mediterranean, in the same way, India can take benefit of the situation 
to arm her freedom.   
 Subhas did not want India and its people to be influenced by the 
internal politics of any country or form of its state. Instead what he 
intended was that we should find out men and women in every country 
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who feel sympathetic towards India. He thought that to create such 
sympathy propaganda the foreign press, Indian films and art exhibitions 
would be helpful. He even stressed on the need to develop personal 
contacts, because without them, it was difficult to popularize India in 
other countries. Subhas suggested taking help of Indian students who 
were abroad. For that, he believed there should be closer contact 
between Indian students abroad and the Indian National Congress at 
home. Indian cultural and educational films could show India and her 
culture. He said, 
If we go ahead with this work, we shall be 
preparing the basis for our future embassies 
and legations in different lands. (26) 
 Subhas's intention behind developing international contacts was 
not to intrigue against the British Government. He just wanted to present 
the correct picture of India before the world because the propaganda that 
went against India all over the world was to the effect that India was an 
uncivilized country and that we needed Britishers to civilize us. His 
concern was to show the world what we were and what our culture was 
like. 
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 It can be said that to a great extent, we could do this after 
Independent. India is holding a respectable position in the world today 
and its culture, philosophy and spiritual ideas are widely accepted and 
regarded all over the world. In Rajiv Gandhi's time we organized 
Festival of India in France and other countries. Not only in culture, in 
economy also, we have opened our doors to the world. All over the 
world India's rich cultural heritage is a source of inspiration. So Subhas's 
vision and views in this regard were appropriate and praiseworthy. 
Though at the same time, it must be noted that because of his free 
mixing with the leaders of the other countries and taking help from them 
for the cause of India's independence, he was widely criticized, 
misunderstood and misinterpreted. His patriotism and loyalty to the 
country were doubted at one stage of his career. 
 The day is gone when India was a country isolated from the rest 
of the world. Today, due to scientific achievement and our own 
intellectual and moral development, the whole world is one entity. What 
happens in one corner of the world has far reaching repercussions all 
over the globe. Because of this reason only Subhas Chandra Bose was 
equally interested in civic affairs of the country with his usual interest in 
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political affairs. He, in his address to Bombay Corporation on 10th 
May 1938 said, 
What we achieve in one city in India has an 
importance, not merely for that city, not 
merely for that country, but if I may say so, for 
the whole of humanity. (31) 
 Subhas was deeply impressed by Socialist Municipality of 
Vienna, which provided housing to at least 2,00,000 persons without 
any additional taxation and additional loans. He wanted to make 
Bombay Corporation an ideal one taking inspiration from Vienna. 
 Subhas was firm that the ideal of civic bodies should be to make 
them poor men's corporations. He believed that there was a great deal of 
work to be done but what were needed most were inspiration, zeal and 
passion to serve the poor. Modern Municipality had to furnish not 
merely pure drinking water, light, road, etc. but it also had to provide 
primary education, look after the health of the population, tackle the 
problems of infant mortality, maternity, drainage, etc. In the course of 
his speech, he says, 
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We have been moving consciously or 
unconsciously in the direction of Municipal 
Socialism. That is a collective effort for the 
service of the entire community. (30) 
 This vision was no doubt, very impressive but its materialization 
even after these many years is disappointing. Municipal Corporations 
these days have become instruments in the hands of political parties and 
solving common men's problems through Municipal Corporation is far 
from reality.   
From his early youth when he came in contact with people of his 
age Subhas   showed his powers of organization whenever the occasion 
arose.  He first demonstrated this when he came in the contact with the 
students in his early college days. Then later, when he took politics 
actively, his approach to the students and their organizations in different 
parts of India was largely due to his inspiration and initiative. 
He had the capacity to find out the suitable persons who would be 
capable of fitting a position creditably. He never created a position to fit 
in a person who is found in many organizations and particularly in party 
politics. He also had the capacity to approach people and make them co-
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operate with him, even though they differed from him in many matters. 
The basis of his organizing capacity was his sincerity and   his 
frankness. He would rather quit a place where did not succeed   than try 
to hang on to it by devious and underground mechanism. This is well 
exemplified in his resigning the Second Term Presidentship of the 
Congress   in April 1939, after the happenings at the Tripuri Congress 
meeting. His greatest achievement with regard to power of organization 
which showed his genius in this respect was his organization of Azad 
Hind Fauj. He not only issued orders and instructions for the carrying 
out of a thing, but also took pains to ensure that such orders and 
instructions were actually carried out in time. If there were lapses here 
and there, the fault did not lie with him, but with the shortcomings of 
those on whom he relied. 
Subhas had very carefully analyzed the political progress of India. 
It was evident to him that the first armed struggle which his countrymen 
had put up in 1857 failed largely because of the lack of two essential 
elements. Firstly, the lack of central authority or a Provisional 
government to co-ordinate activities of the different leaders in that 
revolution. The establishment of such a central authority or a 
Provisional government impresses the enemy far more than a struggle is 
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carried out by a number of individual leaders. Another advantage is 
that a Provisional government can negotiate with another government on 
different methods such as, help for Finance, Armament, equipment, etc. 
And if it is recognized by other nations, it still more impresses the 
enemy against whom the fight for freedom has to be carried out. A still 
greater advantage is that recognition of Provisional government by other 
nations gives it an international status. and its struggle for freedom 
comes out of the field of domestic dispute and passes on to the plane of 
international politics. Again with such international recognition of the 
Provisional government the spirit of its own people is greatly 
strengthened and they are impressed more and more of its significance. 
Further, if at some time of the struggle the forces of the Provisional 
government are compelled to withdraw from its territory, it can pass on 
to another friendly territory from which it can direct its operations and 
the struggle can last long for much a longer period. It was because of 
these important considerations that Subhas conceived the idea of the 
formation and establishment of   Provisional government of Free India. 
This showed his sagacity in political matters.   
Secondly, Netaji saw the lack of support of the civilian population 
to the Army in 1857. It was this which convinced him of the absolute 
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necessity of mobilizing the civilian population fully with regard to 
men, money and material. He felt that unless the Army was supported 
fully and completely by the civilian population, it could not continue to 
be a live body and successfully tide over long periods of war. He 
realized that it must be a total mobilization of all resources so that the 
Army received all the necessary help from the civilian population and 
rested on sound foundation. That is why he took such pains, and 
successfully organized and mobilized the civilian population. Actually, 
30,000 men were enlisted from the civilian members of the Indian 
population, but that number could have been easily trebled, if Japanese 
were able to find the arms and equipment for them. 
He also saw the great mistake done by our forefathers in throwing 
away and surrendering the arms and equipments after the revolution of 
1857. If these arms had not been thrown away, the struggle could have 
been carried on much longer, and the freedom of India could have been 
brought much nearer. 
This reveals the strategic and tactical skill of Subhas, and also that 
he was the hard-headed political realist, and was free from the cynicism 
of ‘Realpolotik’. Though an unbending and uncompromising 
revolutionary, with his heart, mind and soul set upon one goal and one 
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alone, he was not rigid doctrinaire as regards to the means to be 
adopted for the attainment of that goal. This, of course, does not mean 
that he approved of each and every method which might fritter away the 
energies of the individual or the nation. For him the solid organization 
was the first essential of success, and disciplined unity of action - the 
path to the goal. Given these two, the effectiveness of a particular 
method at any particular time was weighed by him in the historical 
context of the situation-internal and international. This was amply 
demonstrated by his policy and programme during World War II, within 
India and without. 
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 Between his resignation as the Congress President in Calcutta on 
29th April 1939 and his escape from his Elgin Road home on the night 
of 16 January 1941, Subhas Chandra Bose sought to provide India with 
an alternative leadership at the national level in place of the old guard 
represented by the Gandhian High Command. This alternative was 
based on a commitment to uncompromising anti-imperialism in the 
current phase of Indian politics and undiluted socialism, once freedom 
was won.  
 125 
 
 This Chapter focuses on the analysis of the writing and speeches 
of this crucial phase in Bose's political life immediately prior to his 
emergence as the Netaji of India's Army of liberation. The themes dealt 
in his writings of this time include the role of the Left within the Indian 
Independence movement, the Second World War as a conflict between 
rival imperialisms, and the need for Hindu - Muslim unity and 
Congress-Muslim League understanding in presenting a joint national 
demand to the British. 
 When Bose wrote to Gandhiji on 23rd Dec. 1940 offering co-
operation in any future movement, he had finalized plans for his escape 
from India. "You are irrepressible", Bapu replied to Subhas on 29 
December 1940, Whether "ill or well. Do get well before going in for 
Fireworks". By this time Subhas Chandra Bose had already completed 
preparations for his fireworks and was simply waiting for the right 
movement to light the fast. 
 It is clear from his articles and speeches that during this time, his 
major concern was to establish Forward Bloc as the internal part of the 
Congress and his political aim was to convert the majority within the 
Congress to a radical point of view. He differed, therefore, from other 
leftist leaders like M.N.Roy who wanted a clean break from the Indian 
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National Congress and also those who, in the name of unity, would not 
take the risk of pressurizing the Congress leadership towards greater 
internal democracy. Since the various leftist groups - the Congress 
Socialist Party, the National Front (Communists) and the Redical 
League - refused to give up their distinct identities, Bose initially tried to 
unite the leftists despite their differences, on the basis of a common 
minimum programme. Reacting to the news of 'disciplinary action' 
against him by the High Command barring him from holding elective 
office within the Congress for three years, he wrote on 19th August 
1939. 
I shall cling to Congress with even greater 
devotion than before and shall go on serving 
the Congress and the country as the servant of 
the nation. I appeal to my countrymen to come 
and join the Congress in their millions and to 
enlist as members of the Forward Bloc. Only 
by doing so shall we be able to convert the 
rank and file of the Congress to our point of 
view, secure a reversal of the present policy of 
constitutionalism and Reformism and resume  
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the national struggle for Independence with 
the united strength of the Indian people. (7) 
 He always believed that Indian National Congress represented a 
movement, which had sprung from the soil of India. It was the political 
organ of India, which embodied their hopes, aspirations and ideals. He 
had faith that Congress had unlimited potentialities of growth and 
development. This growth was the result of inner urge though that had 
been stimulated by external factors. For the emergence of Forward 
Block, neither personal factors nor accidental circumstances were 
responsible. The Foreword Bloc appeared because according to Subhas, 
the Congress must entered the new phase of its evolutionary process. 
 Subhas always believed in unity which was for progress, he was 
against the unity that brought stagnation. He was a dynamic person with 
revolutionary urge and so the left wing-Forward Bloc was born. It was 
his major and the central political concern to prove that the existence of 
the Forward Bloc was not against or anti-Congress, but it was an 
integral part of the Congress only. 
 The next important theme of his political writing of this period 
was the Second World War and India's role in it. A week before the 
outbreak of the War in Europe, Bose wrote that, 
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If War broke out between Germany and 
Poland, the sympathy of the Indian people 
would be with the Poles. (13) 
But then he posed the question,  
Whatever our subjective reactions in this 
international conflict may be, what are we 
going to do as a nation? (13)  
He wanted the Congress to emulate the European phenomenon of 
national cabinets and establish a composite rather than a homogeneous 
working committee. Bose was clear about the duty of the national 
leadership in the event of war. 
Great Britain and her apologists are now 
talking of self determination for the Poles and 
if she goes to war, she will do so with the 
word 'self determination' on her lips. Is it not 
the time to remind our British rulers that east 
of the Suez Canal there is a land inhabited by 
an ancient and cultured people who have been 
deprived of their birth right of liberty and have 
been groaning under the British yoke? And is  
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 not this the time to tell the British people and 
their government that those who are slaves at 
home cannot fight for the freedom of 
others.(14) 
 In March 1939, at the annual session of the Congress, Subhas 
Chandra Bose presided over the meeting and made a clear proposal that 
the Indian National Congress should immediately send an ultimatum to 
the British Government demanding independence within six months and 
should simultaneously prepare for a national struggle. This proposal was 
opposed by Gandhiji and his wing and was thrown out. Thus a situation 
arose in which Subhas Chandra Bose was the President of the Congress, 
but that body did not accept his leadership. Moreover, it was seen that 
on every conceivable occasion, the Gandhian members of the Congress, 
opposed the President with a view to making it impossible for him to 
function. A complete deadlock within the Congress was the result. There 
were two ways of removing this deadlock - either the Gandhians wing 
gave up its obstructionist policy, or Subhas Chandra Bose submitted to 
the Gandhi wing with a view to finding a possible compromise. Direct 
negotiations between Mahatma Gandhi and Subhas Chandra Bose took 
place, but they proved to be abortive.  
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Subhas wrote to Gandhiji, 
All that I desire is that despite this unfortunate 
side shadow which has been forced on us, we 
should co-operate where larger issues are 
concerned and so far as wing are concerned, 
we are anxious to cooperate. In all sincerity I 
am offering you our co-operation. (154) 
 To that Gandhiji replied, 
As for your Bloc joining Congress, think with 
the fundamental differences between you and 
me, it is not possible. Till one of us is 
converted to the other's view, we must sail in 
different boats though their destination may 
appear but only appear to be the same. (155) 
 Once again Subhas urged upon the need to be united for the 
common cause and fight against the Britishers. He expressed again his 
wish in his letter to Gandhiji, 
...this is not merely my personal desire to offer 
hearty and sincere co-operation, but it is the 
desire of many others who stand with me to  
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 offer hearty and sincere co-operation. For 
doing this it is neither necessary, nor desirable 
to surrender or abandon our political principles 
and convictions. (156) 
 Long before 1939, Subhas had been convinced that an 
international crisis in the form of a War would take place in the near 
future and that India should make the fullest use of that crisis in order to 
win her freedom. It was the most important and biggest political concern 
for Subhas and so since the Munich pact - that is since September 1938, 
he had been trying to bring the Indian public round to this point of view 
and he had been endeavoring to induce the Congress to shape its own 
policy in conformity with the march of events abroad. In this task, he 
had been obstructed by the Gandhians at every step - because they had 
no comprehension of coming international developments and were 
looking forward eagerly to a compromise with Britain without the 
necessity of a national struggle. Nevertheless, Subhas knew that he had 
a large measure of support and that all that he needed was an organized 
and disciplined party behind him. 
 In organising the Forward Bloc, he had two expectations. Firstly, 
in the event of a future conflict with the Congress, he would be able to 
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fight more effectively, and further, he could hope to win the entire 
Congress over to his point of view one day, Secondly, even if he failed 
to win over the entire Congress to his point of view, he could, in any 
major crisis, act on his own, even if the Gandhians failed to rise to the 
occasion. And today it can be said that future developments fulfilled the 
expectations of the founder of the Forward Bloc, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
to a remarkable degree. 
 The best thing for India would have been for the entire Congress 
led by the Gandhiji and his supporters to take up the policy advocated 
by Forward Bloc. This would have obviated a loss of time and energy 
caused by the internal conflict and would have enhanced the fighting 
strength of the Congress, vis-à-vis the British Government. But since 
September 1938, Mahatma Gandhi had consistently urged that a national 
struggle was out the question in the near future. While others, like 
Subhas Chandra Bose, who were not less patriotic than him, were 
equally convinced that the country was internally more ripe for a 
revolution than ever before and that the coming international crisis 
would give India an opportunity for achieving her emancipation, which 
was rare in human history. When all the attempts to influence Gandhiji 
failed, the only way left for Subhas was to organise Forward Bloc and 
 133 
 
proceed to win over the masses of people and thereby put indirect 
pressure on the Gandhiji. This strategy ultimately proved to be effective. 
As a matter of fact, if this had not been done, Gandhi would not have 
altered his original attitude and would have still remained where he 
stood on the outbreak of the War in September 1939. 
 When in 1939, Subhas Chandra Bose announced his desire to 
form the Forward Bloc, Nehru argued that such a step would create a 
split within the Congress and would thereby weaken the national 
organisation. Subhas Chandra Bose urged, on the contrary that one 
should distinguish between the unity which led to more effective action 
and the unity which resulted in inaction. Unity could be preserved 
superficially in the Congress only by surrendering to the Gandhi Wing - 
but since the Gandhi Wing was against the idea of a national struggle, 
such unity if maintained would serve to stultify all dynamic activity on 
the part of the Congress in future. If, on the contrary, a party with a 
dynamic programme was organized within the Congress then that party 
might one day move the Gandhi Wing and the entire Congress to 
militant action. Moreover, more critical times were ahead and a War 
was bound to break out in the near future. If one wanted to act in such 
an international crisis, then there should be a party ready to seize that 
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opportunity. If the Gandhi Wing was unwilling to play that role, 
another party should be formed at once - when there was still time to 
organize such party. If that task was neglected or postponed, it could not 
be done later, when the international crisis actually overtook India and 
without a well-organised party ready to utilise the coming international 
crisis for winning freedom, India would have once again repeated her 
mistake of 1914. 
 It is clear through his writings, that in Sept. 1939, Subhas 
Chandra Bose, for the first time realised that in the event of an 
international crisis, Congress would not seize the opportunity to attack 
Britishers. It was then that he also realized for the first time that 
Gandhiji regarded a struggle with Britain in the near future as outside 
the domain of possibility. Throughout 1938, Subhas repeatedly advised 
the Congress Socialist Party to broaden its platform and form a left bloc 
for rallying all the radical and progressive elements in the Congress. The 
party did not do this. The mistake of the Congress party was that it 
talked too much of socialism which was after all, a thing of the future. 
India's immediate requirements were an uncompromising struggle with 
the British imperialism and methods of struggle more effectively than 
what Gandhiji had produced. Gandhism had been found wanting, 
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because it was wedded to non-violence and therefore contemplated a 
compromise with Britain for the solution of the Indian problem. 
Moreover, it lacked a proper understanding of international affairs and 
of the importance of an international crisis for achieving India's 
liberation. A party was needed which could remedy those defects and 
bring about the complete liberation of India. 
 The main political concern of Subhas was an uncompromising 
struggle with British Imperialism for winning India's Independence. He 
believed that to achieve this, all political means should be employed and 
any philosophical notions like Gandhian non-violence or any 
sentimentalism like Nehru's anti-Axis foreign policy should not hamper 
the Indian people. His party, the Forward Bloc stood for a realistic 
foreign policy and a post-war order in India on a socialist basis. The 
Forward Bloc sprang into existence in response to historical necessity. 
That is why, from the beginning, it had a tremendous mass appeal. 
 History is the evidence that Subhas was correct in the formation 
of Forward Bloc. When the war broke out in Europe in September 1939, 
the people who had been sceptics before appreciated Subhas Chandra 
Bose's political foresight in having advocated a six months ultimatum to 
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the British Government in March of that year, at the annual session of 
the Congress at Tripuri. 
 On 3rd September 1939, Subhas Chandra Bose was addressing a 
mammoth meeting on the sea-beach in Madras, when he came across the 
news in the evening newspaper that Britain was at war with Germany. 
He thought that the much expected crisis had come at last and it was 
India's golden opportunity. 
 But on September 6, Mahatma Gandhi, after meeting the Viceroy, 
Lord Linlithgow, issued a press statement saying that inspite of the 
differences between India and Britain on the question of Indian 
Independence, India should co-operate with Britain in her hour of 
danger. This statement came as a bombshell to the Indians, who since 
1927, had been taught by the Congress leaders to regard the next war as 
the unique opportunity to win India's freedom. Subhas and other 
members of the Forward Bloc believed that India should not co-operate 
in Britain's war and that they did not want Britain to win the war 
because only after the defeat and the break-up of the British empire 
India could hope to be free. 
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 Apart from the general propaganda carried on by the Forward 
Bloc, Subhas Chandra Bose made a lecture tour throughout the country, 
during the course of which he must have addressed above a thousand 
meetings in the tenure of ten months. 
 The propaganda of the Forward Bloc found an enthusiastic echo 
all over India. Mahatma Gandhi and his followers thereupon realized 
that the policy of co-operation with Britain would not find any support 
among the public and would surely lead to the loss of their influence and 
popularity. Consequently they began to alter their attitude gradually. 
 In the meeting of Congress Executive Committee on 8th 
September 1939 at Wardha, Subhas Chandra Bose clearly gave 
expression to the view of the Forward Bloc that the struggle for freedom 
should begin at once. He added that in case the Congress Executive did 
not take necessary steps in that connection, the Forward Bloc would 
consider itself free to act as it thought fit, in the best interest of the 
country. This was the effect and timeliness of Bose's literature - his 
speeches and articles - in the Forward Bloc and the uncompromising 
attitude that it had its effects and the Gandhians altogether gave up the 
idea of cooperation with the British Government. Then there followed 
prolonged discussions and ultimately on September 14, the Congress 
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working committee passed a lengthy resolution asking the British 
Government to declare its war aims. The resolution further, declared that 
if India were granted freedom, then,  
…..a free and democratic India will gladly 
associate herself with other free nations for 
mutual defence against aggression and for 
economic co-operation.  
(Bose : Indian Struggle,  381) 
 Besides carrying on a continuous propagation against co-
operation in the War and in favour of commencing a national struggle 
for independence, as his writings suggest, Subhas Chandra Bose 
organised periodic demonstration for focusing public attention on this 
issue. For example, in October 1939, an anti-imperialistic conference 
was held at Nagpur, which was a great success. At end of the six 
months, Subhas's propagation culminated in a huge demonstration at 
Ramgarh in March 1940, where the annual session of the Congress was 
being held at that time. The demonstration was called the All India Anti-
Compromise Conference. It was convened by the Forward Bloc and the 
Kisan Sabha and it was a greater success than the Congress meeting at 
Ramgarh, which was presided over by Moulana Abdul Kalam Azad. 
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This was the impressiveness of his speeches and writings that helped 
the Bloc to get the public support. With the help of examples from the 
live history, he could convince the people to act at that hour of need. 
Had he got the essential support from the political parties as well, India 
might have won freedom ten years ago. 
 The Congress did not decide anything at Ramgarh about its war 
policy. For six months its policy had been non-committal, with the result 
that the British Government had been going on exploiting India for war 
purposes. The Anti Compromise Conference at Ramgarh, led by Subhas 
Chandra Bose and Swami Sahajananda Sarswati, the peasant leader, 
decided to launch a fight over the issue of War and of Indian demand for 
independence. During the National week in April (April 6th to April 
13th) 1940, the Forward Bloc commenced, all over the country, its 
campaign of civil disobedience for which Subhas Chandra Bose and his 
coworkers were put in prison. 
 A few days before he was thrown into prison, i.e. in June 1940, 
Subhas Chandra Bose had his last long conversation with Gandhiji. The 
German troops had made a triumphant entry into Paris. British morale, 
in England and in India, had sunk low. A British Minister had found it 
necessary to rebuke the British public for going about "with long faces 
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as if they were at funeralisation". In India, the civil disobedience 
movement started by the Bloc was going on and many leaders were in 
prison. Subhas Chandra Bose made a passionate appeal to Mahatma to 
come forward and launch his campaign of passive resistance, since now 
it was clear that the British Empire would be overthrown and it was high 
time for India to play her part in the War. But Gandhiji was firm in his 
view that the country was not prepared for a fight and any attempt to 
participate in it would do more harm than good to India. However, at the 
end of a long and hearty talk he told Subhas Chandra Bose that if his 
efforts to win freedom for India succeeded, then Gandhiji's telegram of 
the congratulation would be the first to be received by Subhas. 
 On this occasion Subhas Chandra Bose had also long talks with 
the leaders of some other organizations - Mr. Jinnah, the President of 
Muslim League and Mr. Savarkar, the President of Hindu Mahasabha. 
Mr. Jinnah was then thinking only of how to realise his plan of Pakistan 
with the help of the British. The idea of putting up a joint fight with the 
Congress, for Indian Independence, did not appeal to him at all although 
Subhas Chandra Bose suggested that in the event of such a united 
struggle taking place, Mr. Jinnah would be the first Prime Minister of 
free India. Mr. Savarkar seemed to be oblivious of the international 
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situation and was only thinking how Hindus could secure military 
training of entering Britain's army in India. From these interviews, 
Subhas Chandra Bose was forced to draw the conclusion that nothing 
could be expected from either the Muslim League or the Hindu 
Mahasabha. 
 On 20 May 1940, Pandit Nehru made an astounding statement in 
which he said, 
Launching a Civil disobedience campaign at a 
time when Britain is engaged in a life and 
death struggle would be an act derogatory to 
India's honour. (Bose : I.S. 384) 
Similarly, the Mahatma said, 
We do not seek our independence out of 
Britain's ruin. That is not the way of non-
violence. (Bose : I.S. 385) 
It was clear that the follower of Gandhi was doing everything 
possible in order to arrive at a compromise with Britain. 
 In the meantime after Subhas Chandra Bose's incarceration in July 
1940, the campaign of the Forward Bloc continued with increasing 
 142 
 
vigour. This campaign stirred the rank and file of Congress and it was 
the effectiveness of his writings that on September 15, the Congress 
withdrew its offer of co-operation and invited Gandhiji to resume the 
leadership of the Congress. In October 1940, Gandhiji declared that he 
had decided to commence resistance to the British Government's War 
efforts - but not on a mass scale. In November 1940 Gandhi's campaign 
began and within a short time, all the Congress Ministers in eight 
provinces who participated in the movement were taken to prison, along 
with hundred of influential leaders. 
 The campaign in 1940-41 was not conducted by the Mahatma 
with that enthusiasm and vehemence which one had seen in 1921 and 
again in 1930-32 though objectively the country was more ripe for a 
revolution than before. Now both the wings of the Congress - the 
Gandhi Wing and the Forward Bloc were definitely committed to an 
anti-British and anti-war policy. It was time to consider bigger plans for 
achieving independence of India. 
 Subhas Chandra Bose was then confined in prison without any 
trial. Long study and deliberation had convinced him about three things. 
Firstly, Britain would lose the War and the British Empire would 
breakup. Secondly, inspite of being in a precarious position, the British 
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would not hand over the power to the Indian people and the latter 
would have to fight for their freedom. Thirdly, India would win her 
independence, provided she played her part in the War against Britain 
and collaborated with those powers that were fighting Britain. The 
conclusions he drew for himself was that India should actively enter the 
field of international politics. 
 He had already been in British custody eleven times but now he 
felt that it would be a gross political blunder to remain inactive in 
prison, when history was being made elsewhere. He then explored the 
possibility of being released in legal manner, but found there was none, 
because the British Government was determined to keep him locked up, 
so long as the War lasted. Thereupon, he sent an ultimatum to the 
Government pointing out that there was no moral or legal justification 
for detaining him in jail and that if he was not released forthwith, he 
would fast unto death. He was determined to get out of prison whether 
dead or alive. 
 The Government laughed at the ultimatum and did not reply. At 
the last moment, the Home Minister requested his brother, Sarat 
Chandra Bose, Leader of the Congress Party in the provincial 
Parliament, to inform Subhas Chandra Bose that it was a mad project 
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and the Government could do nothing. Late at night, he was visited in 
his prison cell by his brother who conveyed the Minister's message to 
him and informed him further that the attitude of the Government was 
very hostile. The next morning the fast began as already announced. 
Seven days later, the authorities suddenly got frightened, lest Subhas 
Chandra Bose should die in prison. A secret conference of high officials 
was hurriedly held and it was decided to release him, with the intention 
of re-arresting him after a month or so, when his health improved. 
 After his release, Subhas Chandra Bose was at home for about 
forty days and did not leave his bedroom. During this period, he 
surveyed the whole War situation and came to the conclusion that Indian 
freedom fighters should have first hand information as to what was 
happening abroad and should join the fight against Britain and thereby 
contribute to the break up of the British Empire. After considering the 
different means whereby this could be done, he found no other 
alternative but to travel abroad himself. Towards the end of January 
1941, he quietly left his home one night at a late hour. Though he was 
always closely watched by the secret police, he managed to dodge them 
and after an adventurous journey, managed to cross the Indian frontier. 
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It was the biggest political sensation that had happened in India since a 
long time. 
 In the time span of 1939-42, the major and the biggest political 
concern of Subhas was the establishment of Forward Bloc as un integral 
part of Congress as is clear from the all above observations. How 
empathetically and clearly he pointed out this is obvious from his 
editorial in the Forward Block named 'Our Critics' dated 19th August 
1939. He wrote: 
The burden of the other set of criticisms is that 
the Forward Bloc is associating with the anti 
Congress organization know full well that 
without being a member of the Congress, one 
can not be a member of the Bloc and that one 
has to be a radical, besides being a 
Congressman, in order to be a member of the 
Bloc. Moreover, I have repeated from any 
number of platforms that in no circumstances 
are we going to break away from the 
Congress. Our task is to convert Congress, not 
to desert it. (11) 
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Subhas's writings have a tinge of satire also. Very transparently, 
without any bitterness of heart he criticises Congress every now and 
then, sometimes being brutally frank and some other time ironically 
expressing his views. When the Congress Working Committee expelled 
him from the Congress for three years, he expressed his reactions in the 
following way, 
The punishment accorded to me is, however, 
thoroughly justified from their point of view. 
By trying to warn the country about the 
continued drift towards constitutionalism and 
Reformism, by protesting against resolutions 
which seek to kill the revolutionary spirit of 
the Congress, by working for the cause of left 
consolidation and last but not the least, by 
consistently appealing to the country to 
prepare for the coming struggle I have 
committed a crime for which I have to pay the 
penalty. (7) 
It is important to note however that this did not affect his spirit to 
work for the country. In fact, he was sorry for the fact that the Working 
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Committee did not realise that expelling Subhas would do more harm 
to Congress than to Subhas himself. In the same speech, he appealed to 
the people to remain collected and to continue working with increased 
patience and perseverance because he believed,  
Though individual or groups may fail us, the 
cause cannot be allowed to suffer to be 
neglected. (6) 
After the outbreak of the War Bose offered a series of sharp 
analyses of the then unfolding international situation. At any critical 
moment of decision, Bose felt a need to combine intuitive perception 
with rational understanding. As he put it in his article 'Heart searching', 
Where reason fails, instinct can guide us. 
Where instinct misleads by creating a mystical 
haze reason can put us on the right path. (18) 
   During the months of October and November 1939 Bose 
traversed the length and breadth of the country in an attempt to bring 
about a confluence between what he called the individual mind and the 
mass mind. He gave a fairly detailed account of his tour in his article 
'Glimpses of My Tour'. During the course of his tour, he passed through 
a number of Indian States and addressed a large crowd of gathering on 
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various subjects. In most of the places that he visited he had no co-
operation or assistance from Congress Organizations or Congress 
leaders. Covert propaganda was carried on and his opponents did not 
hesitate to culminate him in the most malicious and unabashed manner. 
He was openly proclaimed as a rebel against the congress. 
 Since December 1939, Bose had been denouncing the vacillating 
policy of the Congress leadership and warning against the Congress 
proposal of a constituent Assembly under the aegis of an Imperialist 
Government which he likened to the Irish convention of Lloyd George. 
It was a stunt to stave off a struggle behind the facade of a party struggle 
within the Congress. There was in reality, a class struggle going on all 
the time. A genuine Constituent Assembly, he argued, could only be 
convened after the seizure of power. In his Presidential address to the 
All India Students Conference in Delhi in January 1940 he declared,  
The silver lining in today's cloud consists of 
the fact that while the Congress leaders have 
been deliberating and vacillating, the Majlis-i-
Ahrar of the Punjab has been acting. 
Nevertheless, there are people - and stay-at-
homes at that - who do not scruple to cast  
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 aspersions on the patriotism of Indian 
Muslims as a body. (59) 
 The Congress High Command, he charged, could think of a 
compromise with the Fascist British Government but was bent on war to 
the bitter end against the leftists. In an allusion to Gandhiji's call at the 
time of non-cooperation and Khilafat movement, he reminded his 
audience of a message once given to 'Young India' by one of our 
erstwhile Leftist Leaders who has said – ‘Freedom comes to those who 
dare and act’. 
 On the question of a Constituent Assembly Bose held up before 
his followers the examples of the Bolshevik withdrawal from the 
Russian Constituent Assembly in 1917 and the Sinn Fein rejection of 
Lloyd George's Irish convention. One thorn in the path of compromise, 
Bose noted, was the British penchant for using the minorities as a lever 
against the Congress. But he felt that if a compromise with the Congress 
High Command could be worked out the Government would be 
prepared to let down the Muslim League.   
Should the British Government come to an 
understanding with Gandhiji behind the back 
of the Muslim League, it appears to us  
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 inevitable that both the Congress and the 
Muslim League will split. Within the 
Congress, Gandhiji and all those who standby 
him will line up with British Imperialism. On 
the other side, the loyalist elements in the 
Muslim League being under the thumb of the 
British Government will break away from Mr. 
Jinnah and the progressive section who are 
influential in the League Council today. (73) 
In case the Congress High Command compromised with British 
imperialism, Bose hoped for the voluntary withdrawal or expulsion from 
Congress. He asked : 
Why should we secede from the Congress and 
allow the black sliders to inherit the name and 
the traditions of that body? (61) 
When the next Congress session met at Ramgarh in March 1940, 
Bose had his own large Anti Compromise Conference close to the site of 
the official meeting. He declared,  
 
 151 
 
The age of imperialism is drawing to a close 
and the era of freedom, democracy and 
socialism looms ahead of us India, therefore, 
stands at one of the crossroads of history. (85) 
He launched a scathing attack in his Ramgarh address on the 
indecisive nature of the existing leadership at that fateful moment. He 
issued a call for a political consolidation of all genuine leftists. He 
explained  
In the present phase of our movement, Leftists 
will be all those who will wage an 
uncompromising fight with imperialism ... In 
the next phase of our movement, Leftism will 
be synonymous with socialism. (87) 
He believed that the word Socialism had become very cheap. One 
could find socialists in some provinces who were the henchmen of the 
Ministers. He warned the people to be aware of the rightists who 
masqueraded in the cloak of socialism. He emphasized that what was 
needed was deeds, not words. Genuine socialists must play an anti 
imperialist role. Left wing's role in their day-to-day activity, offering 
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leftist slogans and making spicy speeches would not suffice by 
themselves. 
 From April 1940 onwards as the 'old imperialist power' - Britain 
seemed to be discomfited by the new imperialist power Germany, Bose's 
attention turned more emphatically to ways of forging unity among the 
religious communities. That suggests that he was not only concerned on 
political front, but also equally worried about the social problems also. 
The burning issue of communalism has emerged not now even before 
Independence it affected the social and political life and even today it is 
a major concern for all the leaders. 
 March 1940 had seen not only the rival Ramgarh meetings but 
also the passage of the Lahore Resolution by the All India Muslim 
League. While being sharply critical of 'communalism', Bose does not 
seem to have been entirely persuaded by the mainstream Congress 
discourse on a singular nationalism. In a key essay published on 4th 
May 1940, he recalled that not so long ago. 
Prominent leaders of the Congress could be 
members and leaders of communal 
organization like the Hindu Mahasabha and 
the Muslim League. In those days the  
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 ommunalism of such communal 
organizations was a subdued character (98) 
 Hence, Lala Lajput Rai, he pointed out, had been a leader of both 
the Congress and the Mahasabha, just as the Ali brothers were at one 
point leaders of both the Congress and the League. He therefore did not 
wish to treat the communal organizations as untouchables. He then went 
on to explain how the Bose group of the Bengal Congress had reached a 
pact with the Muslim League in the Calcutta Corporation, which had 
infuriated a certain number of communally minded Hindus. He noted 
that for the past three years futile attempts had been made for an 
understanding between the Congress and the Muslim League, which had 
been blessed by the Congress Working Committee and Mahatma 
Gandhi. Those who had not objected to that attempt which failed 
ultimately, he wrote, now strongly object to the present attempt because 
it had succeeded. His overall assessment of the Bose - League pact was 
as follows: 
We regard the present agreement with the 
Muslim League as a great achievement not in 
its actuality, but in its potentiality. During the 
last three years, we have been grouping in the  
 154 
 
 ark, but without success. Every time we have 
come up against a dead wall of communal 
prejudice and passion and we have been 
frustrated in our efforts. This time we have 
broken through the wall and through the 
fissure, a ray of light has poured in. There is 
now some hope that we may ultimately 
succeed in solving a problem which has 
proved well nigh insoluble to many. Great 
achievements are often born out of small 
beginnings. (100)  
 As Britain suffered reverses in the War, Bose noted in May 1940, 
that the problem of fighting British Imperialism was likely to give way 
to the more pressing problem of internal unity and consolidation. He 
wrote: 
There is today dark uncertainity before us as to 
our future fate. But all this will vanish in no 
time, if we can achieve two things unity 
among Congressmen and a Hindu Muslim 
settlement. (104) 
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Bose saw no prospect of enslaved India coming to the rescue of 
England. He asserted, 
India has first to save herself. And she can 
save herself only if the Hindus and Muslims 
put forward a joint demand for a provisional 
national government to whom all powers 
should be immediately transferred. (100) 
Only after India was strong enough to save herself, she could lend 
a helping hand to other friendly countries. He asked, 
Can the Congress and the Muslim League 
agree on this issue [of a joint Hindu Muslim 
demand?] (110) 
India, he felt, needed Deshbandhu C.R. Das's unbounded love 
which made him a friend of the people and which drew the Muslims and 
the backward classes so close to him. 
 It was in his Nagpur address as the President of the Second All 
India Forward Bloc Conference in June 1940 that Subhas Chandra Bose 
provided the most elaborate statement on the duty of the Anti 
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Imperialists in the context of the War between rival imperialisms. He 
stressed the need for national unity and solidarity. He declared, 
National unity will presuppose unity within 
the Congress on the basis of a dynamic 
programme of struggle and at the same time 
unity between the Congress and other 
organizations like the Muslim League. (121) 
He called for the establishment of a Citizen Defence Corps 
organised on an all party basis aimed at preserving internal peace, 
harmony and good-will. Defence of subjugated India against any foreign 
power should concern the Government only and not the people. He 
asked,  
What interest can we have in fighting for the 
perpetuation of our own slavery, for that is 
exactly what is implied in fighting to defend 
an enslaved India? (122) 
 At the end of June 1940, he reiterated his demand for national 
cabinets at the Center and the Provinces, which will ensure internal 
peace and harmony during the transitional period and will pave the way 
for a lasting Hindu Muslim Settlement. If it was not possible to set up a 
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National Cabinet at the Center immediately, Bose was in favour of 
trying the experiment of National Cabinets in the Provinences. He 
believed, 
National cabinets in the proveniences will be a 
great help not only in maintaining internal 
harmony, not only in establishing Hindu 
Muslim Unity - but also in winning power at 
the Centre should there be obstacles in the 
path of attaining Swaraj. (127) 
In his pursuit of Hindu Muslim unity in Bengal Subhas Chandra 
Bose launched a movement on 3rd July 1940 for the removal of the 
Holwell Monument from a public square in Calcutta. Although the 
movement was successful, the British seized this opportunity to place 
Bose behind prison bars. During this, his last spell in prison from July to 
early December 1940 he wrote a number of important letters and essays. 
In his letters to Sarat Chandra Bose he critised the moral failings of the 
Congress leadership in a frank and forthright manner. In one letter he 
condemned Gandhism for its sanctimonious hypocrisy and outrage on 
democracy. In another letter he wrote: 
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The more I think of Congress politics, the 
more convinced I feel that in future we should 
devote more energy and time to fighting the 
high command. If power goes into the hands 
of such mean, vindictive and unscrupulous 
persons when Swaraj in won, what will 
happen to the country ... We should 
concentrate on fighting the Congress High 
Command now and to that end, we should 
make alliance with other political parties 
wherever and whenever possible. (160) 
It was his determination to fight British imperialism by taking 
advantage of the international war crisis that led Subhas to go on an 
indefinite hunger strike in an attempt to force the government to release 
him. The letter he wrote to the Governor of Bengal on 26 November 
1940 before commencing his fast remains one of the most stirring 
documents of sacrificial patriotism. He wrote: 
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..... no body can lose through suffering and 
sacrifice. If he does lose anything of the earth 
earthy, he will gain much more in return by 
becoming the heir to a life immortal. (197) 
Subhas believed that he was originally fashioned by nature to be a 
thinker but circumstances forced him into a life of hectic political 
activity with the result that he was not able to make any contribution to 
the intellectual life of India and of the world. Certainly, he had definite 
ideas on philosophic, social, economic and political problems and he 
always wished to be amplified and worked out by the generation that 
followed their own. He had that much to claim for himself that his ideas 
did not float in the air. They were intimately relevant to reality and had 
sprung out of a life of ceaseless activity - a life that is not oblivious of 
the earth. 
 His philosophical ideas are well presented and put forward in his 
articles 'Heart Searching' and 'My Personal Testament' and in two of this 
letters to Police Superintendent. 
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 In his essay 'My Personal Testament' he mentioned that the next 
stage of the world evolution demanded a new philosophy, a new ethical 
conception and a new economic and political system. He wrote, 
Gandhism is based on wrong ethics and its 
philosophy is vague and mystical. If we want 
new India, we must have a new Philosophy. 
(140-141) 
In the essay he discusses two main philosophical problems i.e.        
(1) what is the nature of Reality in the absolute and (2) what is the 
nature of Reality as we know it and how does it evolve. The whole essay 
deals with Vedanta principles and even different philosophies of the 
world like Hegelian conception and Bergson's conception of creative 
evaluation. He deals with the theory of thesis, anti-thesis and synthesis, 
Sankhya philosophy etc. An extensive study of the article brings out 
altogether a new dimension of Bose's writings. A man who could 
present revolutionary ideas in an aggressive manner could also write 
about Indian and world spiritual philosophy with such a detail and great 
introspection. He had deep knowledge of Shatras and Vedanta and at the 
same time pragmatism and Hegelianism even. 
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 In the essay 'Heart Searching', written on 28th October 1939, 
Bose defined instinct or intuition. He wrote,  
It is something mystical - beyond ones 
comprehension - something which is inborn? 
To certain extent it is inborn.... but instinct has 
to be sharpened by training and that training 
has to be continuous. (18-19) 
In the same essay, he emphasised the need of a leader being 
selfless in his pursuit. He put it forward in the following words,  
If instinct is warped by selfish considerations, 
whether conscious or unconscious, it will not 
lead, but mislead. And when self dominates 
instinct, disaster is ahead of us. (19) 
Subhas's own philosophy is well converted in the best sentence in 
his letter to the Superintendent of jail, written on 30th October 1949 
before he commenced his fast. He believed that everything perishes, and 
will perish in this mortal world but ideas, ideals and dreams do not and 
those principles can live only when individuals do not hesitate to die for 
them. When individuals perish for a sacred principle, the principle does 
not die but incarnates itself in other individuals. He writes, 
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That is how the wheels of evolution move on 
and the ideas, ideals and dreams of one 
generation are bequeathed to the next. No idea 
has ever fulfilled itself in this world except 
through an ordeal of suffering and sacrifice. 
(197) 
 Subhas had firm faith in the existence of soul that is the 
individuals must die so that the nation may live and such was his 
patriotism that he wrote,  
 Today I must die, so that India may  live and 
may win freedom and glory. (197) 
 These essays and speeches bring out Bose as a person who had 
great philosophical insights. Had he devoted more time to speculate and 
study over these issues, we would have got a great philosopher. One can 
very well make out, after going through his philosophical writings that 
he had deep knowledge of Vedas. He was well versed in the Shastras 
and the Puranas he had very well understood Indian philosophy and the 
Indian spiritual ideas. 
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 Another important issue in his writings of this period is his 
criticism of Indian National Congress and the leadership of Gandhiji. He 
is brutally frank and sometimes even very rude while commenting on 
this point. The formation of the Forward Bloc was the reason of his 
disappointment with the Congress leadership. He thought if Haripura 
and Tripuri Congress agendas (when he worked as the President of 
Congress) were forgotten and resolutions were neglected. Had that not 
been the case, when War broke out in Europe and India was dragged in. 
It could not take any advantage of that international situation to attain its 
long due and much deserved freedom. It was the incompetence of 
Congress leadership because they had been cogitating and cogitating. 
There was hesitation, vacillation and weakness at every stage and the 
result was indecisiveness and inaction. 
 Subhas wrote an article on 18th November 1939 wherein he 
critised Gandhiji and very logically argued his points. He was against all 
the excuses and extenuating considerations that were put forward in the 
name of prudence or caution or even truth and non-violence. He felt that 
it was nation's right to ask and expect the Congress to move forward for 
a step to India's independence and that cannot be ignored only at 
somebody's own peril. Mahatma Gandhi had consistently resisted a 
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forward policy and move as desired by the people. Stock arguments 
advanced in support of his view were mainly two-firstly the existence of 
corruption within the Congress and secondly, the inevitability of the 
outbreak of violence in the event of a national struggle being launched. 
Subhas opined that those arguments were of a questionable validity and 
that in no case can be used as an excuse for applying the brake to their 
march. 
 One more argument was being reinforced that the launching of 
civil disobedience would be followed by Hindu Muslim riots, whereas 
Subhas thought that a forward march, in the name of Congress, would 
appreciably improve the present intercommoned relation and bring two 
parties nearer than ever before. Subhas asked a direct question to 
Gandhiji. 
If you are not prepared for a forward move, 
why not say so frankly and without 
equivocation? (38) 
 While being sharply critical of the inaction of Congress, Subhas 
was ready to co-operate and compromise with it if the occasion arose. 
He wrote, 
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But if Working Committee risks to the 
occasion, we shall be with it like loyal 
soldiers. Differences will be sunk within one 
moment and the Congress ranks will appear as 
one solid phalanx arranged against the forces 
of imperialism and react. (39) 
 Subhas gave a bitter remark on the resolution of the Congress 
Working Committee as it decided to continue to explore all means of 
arriving at an honourable settlement, even though the British 
government had banged the door on the face of the Congress. Subhas 
felt that it meant that the Congress would continue to lick the feet of the 
British government, even though they have kicked us. Now it was a bit 
rough and crude language to use on the part of Subhas but the feelings 
and anger can not be said to be wrong. What he felt from the core of his 
heart, the same he conveyed. 
 Further, in the same resolution, it was declared that the working 
committee desired to make it clear that the true test of preparedness for 
Civil Disobedience lied in Congressmen themselves spinning and 
promoting the cause of Khadi to the exclusion of mill cloth and deeming 
it their duty to establish harmony between the communities by personal 
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acts of service to those other than members of their own community 
and individual Hindu Congressmen seeking an occasion for fraternizing 
with Harijans as often as possible. Thus, the Congress organization, and 
Congressmen should, prepare for future action by promotion of this 
programme. Very satirically Subhas remarked on this thus, 
When we came to this part of the resolution, 
we rubbed and rubbed our eyes once again 
glanced at the date of the paper - 24 November 
1939. So in the year of grace 1939, a political 
party of the stature and importance of the 
Indian National Congress can put forward 
such a wonderful plan for preparing the 
country for direct action. (39) 
 He wrote in such an ironical language because there was no 
reference to enlistment of volunteers and no talks of cadres for a 
programme of direct action. There was no appeal to one's higher self, 
which could send a thrill to his nerves and steel him for suffering and 
persecution. There was not a word about collection of funds either, 
which were the sinews of war, whether violent or non-violent. There 
was no direction, either to wind up other unimportant affairs and clear 
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desks for action. Instead the public was instructed about the 
preparations for Ramgarh Congress including the election of delegates 
and presidential elections etc. 
 A person with revolutionary ideas and full of energy, enthusiasm 
and patriotism like Subhas could not bear this. He felt that the leaders 
were losing the signs of national self-respect. He was perfectly plain and 
brutally frank in expressing his anger and opposition over this issue in 
his article 'Whom they fight' in November 1939. He wrote, 
Nothing will be gained by minimizing matters 
in this fateful hour of our national history. 
Such resolutions of Working Committee are 
merely verbosity, calculated to hoodwink and 
bluff the innocent people of this country. (40) 
 Mahatma Gandhi had been consistently telling the country and 
people that a national struggle was out of question and that the country 
was not prepared for it. Now it was a debatable question as to who was 
not prepared, the country or the shining lights of the Working 
Committee. If the Mahatma had stood for a struggle from the beginning, 
much of the controversy and dispute between the right and the left 
would not have risen at all. Consequently, it was futile to hope that 
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Mahatma would go back on all that he had said and all that he had 
stood for during 1938. Pressure of events and the force of public opinion 
made him do something in that direction but they could not induce him 
to launch a nation wide struggle. 
 The problem at that time was not merely one of launching the 
direct action. What was more important was to do it effectively and 
pursuing it to a victorious end and avoiding any obstacle in the path. 
Subhas was not sure that in those circumstances even if the Congress 
Working Committee launched any movement, it would not be launching 
but only 'sabotaging' it. He conveyed it thus, 
Let us be perfectly frank again and say that 
even if direct action is started by the present 
working committee, the left will nurse the 
apprehension that Chaurichaura and the 
Harijan movement, or rather new forms of 
them, may appear any time and scotch our 
movement when it gathers strength and 
volume. (41) 
 The differences of opinion were very high and though the left and 
the right wing worked for the same goal - i.e. the freedom of India - the 
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path differed and the situation took turn to such an extent that Subhas 
had to say, 
It is this that for the rightists, British 
imperialism is a lesser enemy than Indian 
leftists. You can compromise with the former, 
but in the case of the latter, war to the bitter 
end. And perhaps if British imperialism strikes 
at Indian leftists our Rightists friends will have 
no cause for regret. If India is to be freed, let 
her be freed by us or not at all - so says a 
Bengali adage and so think our rightists today. 
(42) 
 The reality was that it was very difficult for grateful, admiring 
and emotional people to believe that those who held the reins of 
leadership for two decades, had fought many a battle with varying 
success and had braved many a storm in life's path would fail them 
when the supreme moment had arrived. Though warned over and over 
again in those gears before the war, the Congress leaders had not moved 
their little finger to prepare for the impending developments, in stead, 
they ridiculed the leftists. At the Tripuri Congress they were more 
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anxious to wreak vengeance on the leftists and to rehabilitate their lost 
prestige than to look after the national interests. It was because of their 
disinterestedness and indecisiveness that the Indian National Congress 
had proved to be the only major political organization in the world that 
deliberately refrained from preparing for the approaching international 
crisis. 
 This indecisiveness, on the part of Congress in general and 
Mahatmaji in particular irritated Subhas. According to him, once leaders 
ascend the pedestal, they did not feel like retiring voluntarily. They 
neither change as the time demands, nor give chance to others to bring 
any radical changes. In living and progressive nations, there is a link 
between the old and the new. The wisdom and experience of age is 
made available to the rising generation without being obstructive. 
Youth, on the other hand, which is naturally radical and progressive, 
seeks advice and guidance from grey hairs without giving up its 
dynamism. Subhas gave an example of Lord Baldwin who gave up his 
office when he was at the height of his power and glory and had been 
living in comparative seclusion. He was no longer an obstructive but as 
an elder statesman he wielded tremendous influence and was regarded 
as the power behind the throne. But in India the situation was different. 
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Subhas was so much frustrated by the attitude of Gandhiji that in his 
article 'Leaders Misleading' on December 30th 1939, he wrote, 
While a nation feels grateful for a leader's past 
services and may love him for the same, it will follow 
him only so long as he moves with the times and 
marches at the head of his countrymen. Past suffering 
and sacrifice can never be a passport to future 
leadership under all circumstances. (54) 
 Nevertheless, the fact remains that though Subhas criticised and 
opposed Gandhiji bitterly because he had ideological differences with 
him, when it came to regard and respect Gandhiji as a person, leader and 
human being, Subhas praised and appreciated him to a great extent. He 
called Gandhiji "India's man of destiny". In his book 'The Indian 
Struggle' he has written a special article named 'The role of Mahatma 
Gandhi in Indian History' wherein he wrote, 
The Indian National Congress today is his 
creation. The Congress constitution is his 
handiwork. From a talking body he has 
converted the Congress into a living and 
fighting organization. It has its ramification in  
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every town and village of India, and the 
entire nation has been trained to listen to one 
voice. Nobility of character and capacity to 
suffer have been made the essential tests of 
leadership and the Congress is today the 
largest and the most representative political 
organization in the country. (Bose: I.S. 328) 
 It would be a digression to compare Subhas with Mahatma  
Gandhiji or any other revolutionary leader of foreign countries, as 
comparisons are sometimes odious and often impossible. A modern 
bomber can not be compared with Arjun, Bhim or Hercules. Subhas had 
his own technique for the liberation of the country which he had 
imbibed from his study of Western politics. 
He took a retrospective view of world history. His heart throbbed 
with the idea of doing something which might cut the bonds of slavery. 
He did not consider it a sin much less a political blunder to take foreign 
help against England- the arch enemy of India’s freedom. According to 
his ideology, the greatest shame and humiliation was the subjugation of 
India by any foreign power. He would rather shed every drop of his 
blood than wait in inaction .He would take help from even a devil for 
 173 
 
the liberation of his motherland, provided that the devil was not to 
impose the diabolical rule upon her. He would take, according to his 
conception of political thought, help from Germany and Japan if that 
would lead to the success of his mission of his life. The war of 
American Independence would never have been successful, had the 
Americans not got aid from France. The Russian revolution might have 
been still unborn without foreign help. It was Germany that made 
possible the historic journey of Lenin to Russia. During the World War 
II, England and Russia joined together against the Axis Power despite 
their ideological differences. Subhas never cared for the chaff but 
willingly picked up the solid grain. He staked everything to get help 
from the enemies of England. It was immaterial for him whether he 
sought help from the Axis powers. Surely the anti-Axis Powers could 
not break the idea of any help being given to him in his sacred duty of 
liberating his country. Like the Ganges that flows through deep gorges, 
flat plains, and zigzag bends but at the same time keeps the current 
flowing, so he followed his ideology in different times in various forms 
but he kept the current of liberty flowing without any stagnation of his 
political objectives. His hand was forced by the situation, not by the 
doctrine. Theory is only a map for mountaineers. Life is constantly 
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disclosing fresh peaks, fresh inviting paths, and fresh glaciers 
threatening destruction. No chart with routes can remove the need for 
attentive observation. Therefore he decided that instead of dabbling in 
academic discussions and out of date theories he would straight go for 
action. He never cared whether anybody liked him or not for his 
transparent honesty and sincerity of purpose where the stake was the 
freedom of his motherland from foreign yoke. He did not want that his 
morality of politics based on human rights and international law, should 
be foisted upon those who differed from him. The stand that he took and 
the miracle that he performed came from the call of his inner voice.  
Some people have accused him of playing power politics and of 
being fond of show for himself, but his actions and sacrifices do not 
justify this accusation. On the contrary they show that he has always 
tried to put first the cause of the people before that of his own. He could 
have led a comparatively easy life, and probably would have gained 
honors in officialdom in existing bureaucracy, and even in the Calcutta 
Corporation if he wanted, but he sacrificed all for the sake of the higher 
considerations of the nation’s service.   
On the eve of August revolt, the Forward Bloc offered 
unconditional co- operation to the Congress High Command; and during 
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the gigantic upheaval the party closed up its ranks and plunged 
headlong into the struggle, under the banner of Congress itself as true 
patriots and revolutionaries. Thus Netaji’s unfulfilled dream could be 
accomplished and thus, the Forward Bloc played its glorious role in the 
post-war revolutionary age by strengthening the dynamic military forces 
in the Congress. 
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 Perhaps the least known aspect of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's 
many-sided personality is his love for Emilie Schenkl, his Austrian wife. 
Bose met Emilie Schenkl in June 1934 in Vienna, developed a close 
relationship during his forced European Exile, secretly married her in 
December 1937 and had a daughter Anita in November 1942. This 
chapter illuminates the human and emotional aspects of Netaji's much 
splendoured life. 
 In his first letter to Emilie on 30th November 1934 Subhas 
Chandra Bose wrote,  
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I am  always a bad correspondent - but not a 
bad man I hope. (1) 
 This 'bad correspondent' nevertheless managed to write with 
unerring frequency to the woman he loved, whether he was in a 
prisoner's hospital, home interned or in the midst of whirlwind political 
tours. Between 1934 to 1942, Subhas wrote one hundred and sixty two 
letters to Emilie and in this chapter, I have tried to analyse, through the 
study of those letters, the relationship that they shared and the ideas and 
emotions that they exchanged through letters. This is a special chapter as 
it does not carry study of Subhas's speeches, articles or other formal 
statements, but it is a study of the personal letters that Subhas Chandra 
Bose wrote to his beloved. At the same time, it is important to note that 
though these are personal letters, they are not love letters as such. These 
letters contain Subhas's views on some important international events or 
his reactions on an important political move in India's freedom struggle. 
They also reveal the emotional aspect of an intellectual. Thus, it is very 
essential to study these letters. 
 'India is my first love and my only love, that is what he told me'. 
Emilie Schenkl reminisced to Krishna Bose in the course of a 
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conversation in her Vienna home in 1971. According to his close friend 
and political associate A.C.N. Nambiar. 
Subhas Chandra Bose was a one idea man - 
singly for the independence of India. I think 
the only departure, if one might use the word 
departure was his love for Miss Schenkl, 
otherwise he was completely absorbed. He 
was deeply in love with her, you see. In fact, it 
was an enormous, intense love for her that he 
had. (Bose Krishna: Important Women in 
Netaji’s Life) 
 Subhas Chandra Bose and Emilie Schenkl met for the first time in 
Vienna in June 1934. In the preface dated 29 November 1934 to his 
book 'The Indian Struggle' she was the only person he mentioned by 
name. He wrote, 
In conclusion, I have to express my thanks to 
Fraulein E. Schenkl who assisted me in 
writing this book and to all those friends who 
have been of help to me in many ways. 
(Introduction xv) 
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 That was also when their correspondence began as Subhas 
Chandra Bose, then exiled in Europe, travelled to India on being 
informed of the critical illness of his further. It was then their 
correspondence began and it continued for eight long years. Subhas, in 
all, wrote 162 letters and it is clear that Emilie also wrote with diligent 
regularity, but only eighteen of her letters appear to have survived. They 
turned up in an old cigar Box in 1980, carefully preserved along with the 
1921 correspondence between the brothers Sarat and Subhas Chandra 
Bose concerning Subhas's decision to resign from the Indian Civil 
Service. Subhas was not 'bad' when it came to writing letters, he was bad 
about losing most of the ones he received. 
 Subhas wrote first fourteen letters between30 November 1934 and 
26 January 1935 during his air journey to India via Italy, Greece, Egypt 
and Iraq, his home internment for the period of mourning following his 
fathers death and his brief stop in Italy on his return voyage. He 
mentions in his letter of 25 January 1935, an interview with Mussolini 
scheduled for that evening. We also learn that he was pleased with the 
production of his book 'The Indian Struggle'. He did not forget Emilie 
Schenkl's telephone number but had forgotten his own birthday on the 
23rd. They had already become close friends in 1934. Emilie had not 
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only worked with Bose in Vienna, but had accompanied him on trips to 
Badgastein and Karlovy vary. 
 During much of 1935 they had the opportunity to see each other 
in Vienna and nearby health resorts consequently there were few 
occasions to write. Bose had a serious gall bladder operation in Vienna 
in April 1935, which prevented him from being India's unofficial roving 
ambassador in the way that he had been in 1933 and 1934. The letters 
resumed in early 1936, as Bose felt well enough to go on another 
European tour. Of particular interest are the letters he wrote from 
Ireland, where he had several meetings with Eanmonn De Valera. In 
March 1936, Bose decided to return to India in defiance of the British 
warnings that he would not be permitted to remain at liberty if he did so. 
Emilie Schenkl joined him briefly at Badgastein prior to his departure. 
 On 29th March 1936 Bose wrote from the Ship Counte Verde. 
There are many things I want to write to you 
about but I shall write in a disconnected way 
so please read this letter carefully. (49) 
 He wrote three letters in three consecutive days at the end of 
March 1936, which marked the beginning of nearly twenty months of 
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geographical separation. All letters between 8 April 1936 and 15 
March 1937 had to pass through Police censors. Of these the first two 
were written from Arthur Road Prison in Bombay and Yervada Central 
Prison in Poona, eleven from his internment in Kurseong and five as a 
prisoner in Medical College Hospital in Calcutta. Eight letters written by 
Emilie Schenkl during this period have also survived. The letters of this 
phase touch on a variety of topics, including Austrian politics, books, 
music, Bose's fascination with Budapest and Prague, jokes in Viennese 
cafes, spirituality and also each other's fragile health. 
 Bose promptly informed Emilie Schenkl of his release on 18 
March 1937. He wrote, 
My freedom means that I can move about 
freely and that my correspondence will not be 
officially censored, though of course, it will 
always be secretly censored. (117) 
 In his letter of 25 March 1937 he promised to try to write a few 
lines every week - a promise he kept during the next few months as he 
corresponded regularly from Calcutta, Lahore, Dalhousie and Kurseong. 
He expressed his emotions in a couple of undated letters in block 
 183 
 
characters that he sent in the spring or early summer of 1937. In the 
first of these he wrote, 
I have been longing to write to you for some 
time past but you can easily understand how 
difficult it was to write to you about my 
feelings. I just want to let you know now that I 
am exactly what I was before, when you knew 
me. Not a single day passes that I do not think 
of you. You are with me all the time. I cannot 
possibly think of anyone else in this world. I 
cannot tell you how lonely I have been feeling 
all these months and how sorrowful. Only one 
thing could make me happy but I do not know 
if that is possible. However, I am thinking of it 
day and night and praying to god to show me 
the right path. (17) 
 In another letter (in German) of 4 November 1937, again written 
in block characters, Bose informed Emilie Schenkl of his forthcoming 
trip to Europe and asked her to make arrangements for them to stay in 
Kurhaus Hochland in Badgastein. Bose knew by now that he would be 
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the President of the Indian National Congress in 1938. On 26 
December 1937 Subhas Chandra Bose secretly married Emilie Schenkl. 
When Sisir Bose and Suguta Bose met Emilie, they asked her why 
despite the obvious anguish, they chose to keep their relationship and 
marriage a closely guarded secret. Emilie Schenkl explained to them 
that to Bose his country came first and any public announcement would 
have caused unnecessary 'upheaval'. It is known, of course, that Bose 
wrote his unfinished autography in Budgastein in December 1937. 
Bose's biographer has underscored the significance of the treatment of 
the theme of love in a Chapter entitled 'My Faith' (Philosophical) in this 
book. Gardon also points to a footnote in one of the early chapters in 
which Bose says, 
As I have gradually turned from a purely 
spiritual ideal to a life of social service, my 
views on sex have undergone transformation. 
(Introduction - XVIII) 
 Popular misconceptions of Subhas Chandra Bose's asceticism 
stem from an overemphasis on values and attitudes he may have held 
very early in his youth. In any event, Budgastein was more important in 
Bose's life than simply the place where he wrote his autobiography 
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 Bose's many letters written during 1938 provide glimpses of his 
hectic travel and work as Congress President. Several of the letters were 
written on trains as he crisscrossed the subcontinent. We often find that 
the more personal comments and endearments are written in German. In 
a letter dated 17 October 1938, He writes,  
I feel completely lonely all the time, even 
though I work hard day and night. (200)  
 He repeats in a series of letters that he thinks of Emilie day and 
night. He sounds very detached about the prospects of his re-election as 
President on 4th January 1939, he wrote, 
Though there is a very general desire for my  
re-election as President - I do not think I shall 
be President again............... In a way, it will be 
good not to be President again. I shall then be 
more free and have more time to myself. (206) 
 After winning re-election, he wrote on 11th February 1939. 
I have been re elected as President for another 
year. Mahatma Gandhi and his lieutenants 
opposed me and Pandit Nehru was indifferent. 
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The result of the election is a great victory for me. The 
whole country is full of excitement over the 
election, but a terrible responsibility has come 
on my shoulders. (208) 
 Following his illness at the time of the controversial Tripuri 
Congress, Bose wished to go to Badgastein, but he could neither spend 
time nor money. He seemed to be quite content with his decision to 
resign as Congress President. He wrote on 15th June 1939, 
India is a strange land where people are loved 
not because they have power, but because they 
give up power. For instance, at Lahore I had a 
warmer welcome this time than when I went 
last year as Congress President. (212) 
 He asked Emilie Schenkl on 21st June 1939 to wait till August 
and then he would go to Badgastein and then again on the train from 
Jabbulpore to Bombay on 6th July 1939, he wrote that he felt and 
wanted to take at least a month’s holiday but was not sure whether the 
holiday would begin in August or September. 
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 The outbreak of war in September 1939 put end to all these plans 
and also interrupted Bose's correspondence with Emilie Schenkl. The 
next letter is dated 3 April 1941, the day after his arrival in Berlin 
following his dramatic escape from India. It is well known that Bose 
went to Europe primarily in order to gain access to Indian soldiers in the 
British Indian Army. He had long believed that the subversion of the 
royalty of Indian Soldiers to the Raj had to be a crucial part of the anti- 
imperialist movement. What is less well known is that Bose at this time 
had also a strong personal reason to want to go to Europe. He, of course, 
continued to make personal scarifies to serve the cause of his country.  
Emilie Schenkl joined Subhas Chandra Bose in Berlin in the 
spring of 1941. For the rest of the year and the first eight months of 
1942 they lived together at their home on Sophienstrase in Berlin. Their 
daughter Anita was born in Vienna on 29th November 1942. Although 
Bose wrote a few letters from Rome and Berlin in the latter half of 1942, 
he generally talked to Emilie on the phone. Bose came to Vienna to see 
his daughter in December 1942. Emilie joined him in Berlin in January 
1942, prior to his departure for East Asia by submarine on 8th February 
1943. Subhas continued to send her letters from Asia, but these were 
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taken away by officers of the British Army during their occupation of 
Vienna at the end of the Second World War. 
 Before starting on his perilous submarine journey Subhas wrote 
out a letter dated 8th February 1943 in Bengali to his elder brother Sarat, 
I am again embarking on the path of danger, 
but this time towards home. I do not know 
whether I shall see the end of this road.... I 
have married here and have a daughter. In my 
absence please show them the love you have 
given me all my life. (Introduction, xix) 
 After this letter reached Sarat Chandra Bose's hands, he visited 
Vienna in 1948 with his wife Bivabati and three of his children Sisir, 
Roma and Chitra and warmly welcomed Emilie and Anita into the Bose 
family. Four and a half decades later in June 1993 at another family 
gathering the intensely private Emilie finally gave permission for her 
letters from and to Subhas Chandra Bose to be brought before the public 
eye. After dinner at her daughter's home in Augsburg she declared to 
Sisir Kumar Bose, Krishna Bose, Anita Pfaff, Martin Pfaff, Suguta Bose 
and Maya Pfaff that she had an announcement to make. She had been 
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deeply concerned about Sisir's health and wanted to see the volume of 
their letters published while he was active and well.  
Subhas was always concerned about Emilie's health. He made her 
stop smoking cigarettes. Once Emilie wrote that milk did not suit her 
and so she was not taking it Subhas wrote, 
If milk does not suit you, why do not you take 
yoghurt? It is much lighter and you can easily 
make it at home. By the way, do you know 
how to make yoghurt otherwise I may tell you. 
(159)  
He then he described the whole process of making yoghurt. In 
almost each letter he would ask Emilie about the progress in her weight 
and gave her suggestions to improve it. He asked her to send her photo 
even. 
 Subhas was always concerned about Emilie's career. He insisted 
that she should learn as many languages as possible. He encouraged her 
to write articles for the Indian Newspaper The Hindu and sent her notes 
to help her write her first article. When Emilie wrote it and sent it to 
Subhas, he was not satisfied with it so he wrote the article for her. He 
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kept on sending her money whenever it was possible. Emilie was fond 
of collecting stamps, so Subhas sent her stamps. 
 Subhas's frankness is revealed in his letters to Emilie Schenkl also 
as in other letters. When she wrote an article and sent it to Subhas, his 
remark was,  
Your article is unsatisfactory. Firstly, you have 
altogether forgotten that you are not a Vienna 
correspondent but a correspondent for the 
Balkans and Near East. Secondly, there are 
serious mistakes in it which an Austrian 
should be ashamed of. The article is rejected. 
(32) 
 In one more incident, when Emilie Schenkl sent a parcel of his 
clothes without asking him, he was very angry and then he wrote, 
I have just received the parcel you have sent 
and I cannot tell you how greatly annoyed I 
feel with you. I thought you are very 
intelligent but I find that you are very 
foolish.......... I wish you had used your brains 
less and followed instructions more. (37) 
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 Emilie Schenkl was working as Subhas's secretary so in the 
letters, Subhas instructed her about his books, typing work or other 
necessary arrangement that was needed. As friends they exchanged 
views on various topics, people and events. 
A close reading of the letters of Subhas brings out that most of the 
letters are formal in nature and sometimes written just to pass 
instructions or information, but it was because the letters were censored 
and Subhas was a public figure. He had accepted the fact that his 
personal life and feelings were secondary, what was more important for 
him was his country. He insisted that Emilie should write replies to him 
in German only and in one of the letters he even instructed her that all 
his letters were read by his friends so she needed to be careful. He 
generally wrote letters to her in English but when he opened his heart 
and talked about his love for her, he always changed over to German. 
He loved her intensely and had been continuously telling her how lonely 
he felt without her and how he thought about her, day and night. In a 
letter of 11th June 1936 from Darjeeling he wrote, 
Your letter caused a break in my monstrous 
life and took my thoughts away to Vienna for 
a while. (32)  
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 Philosophical touch of Subhas's writing in seen in his letters to 
Emilie also. He suggested that Emilie should read Bhagvat Geeta and 
translate it in German. In a letter of 30th March 1936 Subhas wrote. 
Just one thing more before I close this long 
letter for your life, never pray for any selfish 
object or aim. Always pray for what is good 
for humanity. For all time - for what is good in 
the eyes of God. Pray in a Nishkama way. (53) 
 The letters of Subhas to Emilie reveal the soft and loving aspect 
of the multi coloured personality of the great leader of India. These 
letters at the same time, present some glimpses, into the life of a young 
Austrian lady whose life and destiny were inextricably linked with the 
fate of the country that she never saw. The publication of these letters, in 
a way is an honour to a woman of enormous courage, fierce 
independence and utmost dignity because she was the one who added a 
new and deeply rewarding dimension to the life of this Indian leader. 
 The salient characteristics of Subhas's writings are evident in his 
personal letters to Emilie too, as in his political writing. His style is 
scholarly and he keeps on giving references from Indian as well as 
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international history. He is very direct and frank in expressing his 
opinions. 
 Though Subhas could not spend many years with Emilie, the 
relationship they shared was unique and the time they spent together 
was a qualitative one Subhas's letters show that she was the one in 
whom Subhas confided everything and she was the one on whom he 
relied the most. 
 It can be said that Subhas as a revolutionary had a passionate 
throbbing heart which he opened before Emilie. He was a man of flesh 
and blood. He also had a heart which every human being has and it 
craved for the universally acknowledged feelings of a normal human 
being. It also reveals how he could put aside his personal matters for the 
sake of his ideals and patriotic commitments. These letters give us a 
peep into the greatness of Subhas that everything was secondary to him 
and was willing to give up everything that was for personal happiness. 
Moreover, these letters reveal his attitude to women and his 
commitment to his relationship. He was one who gave tremendous 
honour to his wife. He proved to be a true friend, philosopher and guide 
to her. He encouraged her to be something and do something in life and 
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always regretted that he was not able to take due care of her as a 
husband.  
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 In comparison to other literary forms, non-fiction as a genre has 
hitherto been uncared for. It has seldom enjoyed the popularity of a 
novel or a drama, yet it has certainly succeeded in catching hold of 
readers who don't look for stimulation in each reading they make. It is 
said that good literature should and does reflect society authentically. 
This fact, however, gives birth to a paradox, that is to say that on one 
hand authenticity and sincerity is demanded from literature, and on the 
other, the very genre that best reflects society hardly every gets the 
recognition it deserves. 
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 Conventional literary forms have their typical way of drawing a 
picture of mirroring the society by using the fictional representation of 
actual situations. The life represented here is coloured by the 
imagination of the author, whereas non-fiction presents life as it is seen 
without any distortion. If we further carry the trope of mirror for 
literature as a whole then fiction would be a fancy kaleidoscope that 
changes the pattern each time it is shifted to some new angles, whereas 
non-fiction would stand for a plain mirror that just reflects what it faces. 
 The other particular paradox that draws attention is the fact that at 
some time or the other, almost all prominent writers and even political 
leaders have attempted non-fictional writing. It has remained an 
effective tool to influence and shape the minds of the masses. No one 
can deny the role that non-fiction played in the national movements of 
many countries. Why has this genre not attracted the attention of 
theorists ? Why, in spite of having much importance in public life, non-
fictional works have failed to get public attention? Why is it secondary 
to other forms of literature? Subhas Chandra Bose has moved lacks of 
people with his speeches hence with these questions in my mind. I 
moved to study non-fictional writings of Subhas. 
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 The latter half of the 19th and the first half of the 20th Century 
happen to be the most vibrant periods in the history of India, as a large 
number of writers, thinkers, leaders and social reformers addressed and 
interacted with the masses. Their ideas, opinions and views influenced 
the intellectual life and then shaped the national, social, cultural, 
political and intellectual life of India. 
 Subhas Chandra Bose happens to be one of these most impressive 
nationalists. He was one of the most effective negotiators with regard to 
all the important issues pertaining to the nation. He deliberated on all 
major significant issues in his own independent and creative manner. 
Naturally, a study of his intellectual, political and social concerns is very 
interesting and deserved to be examined and evaluated, particularly 
when we have been independent for last 58 years. It is possible to see 
the relevance and significance of his ideas and views at that time and in 
the present context more effectively now. 
 The study taken up had been the study of the non-fictional works 
of Subhas Chandra Bose. The non fictional works have earned a lot of 
interest in the 21st Century because history, politics, sociology etc. have 
all mingled together and it is not considered wise to separate them and 
read them so. 
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 The author's field of experience influences to a great extent his 
creative writing. The same we find in the case of Subhas. His writings 
have political themes and social concerns. If one has to put Subhas's 
writings into a conventional literary category, the term travelogue can be 
given to his writings during 1933 to 1937. The other writings are, in the 
category of articles or sorts of essays. 
 A close and intensive study of Subhas Chandra Bose's discourses 
brings out his ideas, concepts and perceptions regarding various 
subjects. After analysing the main themes of his writings it can be 
concluded that Subhas believed that freedom could have different 
connotations. But in his opinion, it meant all-round freedom, freedom 
for the individual as well as for society, rich as well as poor, freedom for 
men and women, for all individuals and all classes. It meant not only 
emancipation from political bondage, but also equal distribution of 
wealth, abolition of caste barriers and social inequities and destruction 
of communalism and religious intolerance and the method to achieve 
this freedom was to think and feel as free man. For Subhas, freedom 
meant life and death. The pursuit of freedom meant glory. He was 
intoxicated with the idea of freedom and to achieve his cherished good, 
no voice of caution or danger could stop him. He lived with this concept 
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and died for the same and really achieved the immortal glory in the 
history of India.  
 Indian National Congress, as Subhas believed, was a national 
organization but he found at a certain stage that it ran on ideas of only 
one man, Mahatma Gandhi. It was mainly Gandhiji's creation and the 
Congress constitution was largely based on his ideology. Though he had 
differences in principles, he regarded Congress as the important political 
party of India.   That is why when he formed the Forward Bloc, he 
always considered it as a part of Congress, because he thought that the 
programmes of Congress till then was beneficial to the national cause, 
and hence had to be worked out with dynamic spirit and at the same 
time, over and above it, a supplementary programme was needed to 
prepare the country for all eventualities. Subhas had a fighting mentality 
instead of a constitutional mentality and that was the motive behind all 
his activities. He projected the Forward Bloc as a better alternative or 
substitute to achieve the national objectives. The Forward Bloc was the 
means for the cause and not the end in itself. 
 Regarding the much discussed and often misunderstood Subhas -
Gandhi relationship, it can be stated that Subhas regarded and respected 
Gandhiji very highly. There were many occasions on which he literally 
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surrendered to Gandhiji and very humbly volunteered that he was fully 
prepared to make supreme efforts to unite the Congress. He was even 
ready to regard the whole Congress as Gandhian, if only Gandhiji could 
accommodate some of his ideas and plans. There were differences of 
ideologies because of which they could not work together for a longer 
time. There were no individual differences between them. Subhas 
declared openly that on many occasions he felt constrained to differ 
from Mahatma Gandhi on public question but he yielded to none in his 
respect for Gandhiji's personality. He even uttered that it was his aim 
and objective to win Gandhiji's confidence for the single reason that it 
would be a very agonizing fact for him if he succeeded in winning the 
confidence of the other people but failed to win the confidence of the 
greatest man of India. 
 Subhas was neither an opportunist nor was he insensitive, but he 
was a thoughtful strategist. He felt that the World War II was an 
excellent opportunity for India to regain its freedom At that time, he 
knew the British were in a tight position, fighting with Germany and 
there was no question of supporting them particularly when the country 
was fighting for freedom. He did not agree with Mahatma Gandhi to 
render a sympathetic hand to the British. For him, it was a golden 
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chance to put more pressure on Britain and he did not want to miss it. 
So he fought through the Forward Bloc. 
 Subhas was a visionary. He had an India of his dream in his mind, 
long before India achieved independence. He did not want to win the 
political freedom for India only, but also the social and economic 
freedom for the masses. He thought of a full-proof system for state 
planning and recognized the potentiality of the agricultural and 
industrial life of the country. He wanted to have new social structure 
which would strive to break down the existing social barriers like caste. 
The new government of India of his dream was a strong party bound 
together by military discipline as he thought, it was the only means of 
holding India together and preventing a chaos when Indians would be 
free and thrown entirely on their own resources. He meticulously 
planned every thing. He outlined his programme called 'Long period 
programme for a free India'. Therein he was concerned about population 
as he thought that it was the root cause of poverty and needed to be 
tackled at the earliest. But here, he just thought about it. He could not do 
anything to eradicate this problem, nor did he suggest any methods of 
possible solutions. He wanted a radical reform in the land system of 
India. He also believed that for the progress of free India, we needed to 
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emphasize on modern industrialization with due importance to 
agriculture. 
 As regards the foreign policy of the country, Subhas was in 
favour of developing strong international contacts. He gave much 
importance to that work because he believed that in future India would 
be favoured by international conditions. He was very clear about it. He 
thought it correct to have an authentic appreciation of the world 
situation at every stage and should know how to take advantage of it. In 
his opinion, India needed to develop personal contacts in other 
countries. He wanted Indian culture to be known and appreciated by the 
world. 
 Subhas was different from his contemporaries, as regards his 
views about the foreign policy. He was largely misunderstood to an 
extent because of his contacts with foreign countries. Now, after 
analysing his views and actions, it can be said that he was justified in 
exploiting the international situation for the benefit of the country. In 
fact, now, India has adopted the polity which he had thought to be 
appropriate. Indian cultural festivals in the other countries and 
encouragement to non-resident Indians investing in India and good 
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propaganda about the country outside, are some of the examples of 
Subhas's dream coming true. 
 Subhas was sincerely concerned with the social problems of 
India. He always believed that women have great power and their status 
needed to be uplifted. He felt that there was great dearth of women 
workers in our country. One half of the society was made up of women 
and therefore if India's women did not wake up, India would not wake 
up either. Only women workers can awaken the women in society and 
therefore he thought, women must enter the field and receive higher 
education. He strongly felt that so long as women were weak, the 
society would never be strong. Subhas did not just express these views; 
when the time came, he even acted accordingly. He formed a special 
regiment called Rani Jhasi regiment in his Indian National Army. In this 
way he respected and honoured Indian women and put trust on their 
capabilities. 
 Communalism was another important issue of which he was 
constantly worried and he was always in search of possible remedy. He 
always believed that the Hindu-Muslim unity was not only essential for 
the anti-colonial struggle but in independent India also, there ought to be 
an equitable dispersal of power among religious and linguistic 
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communities. He tried to negotiate a settlement of the Hindu-Muslim 
problem by communicating with Mr. M.A. Jinnah, the then President of 
All India Muslim League. But unfortunately, they could not arrive at 
any reasonable solution. And in spite of many years of independence, 
even today we are not able to curb this disastrous evil called 
communalism. 
 Subhas had great faith on the youth of the country. For the 
welfare of the students he wanted to introduce a programme which 
would include physical and culture societies, gymnasium, study-circles, 
debating societies, magazines and music clubs, libraries and reading 
rooms, social service leagues etc. He regarded students as the future 
citizens and wanted to impart both intellectual and practical training to 
students and hold out before them a vision of the ideal society He 
wanted students to be fearless and self reliant in both thought and action. 
 Looking at all these social aspects of Subhas's writing and his 
views, one would observe that he had thought about each and every 
issue very intensely and minutely He could not do anything concrete for 
them because he was engrossed in his political life and could not spare 
any time for that and when India gained independence, he was no more 
with us to put his vision into action.  
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 Subhas's writing also presents new dimension that is his spiritual 
ideas and philosophy of life. In his letters to his friends, often he is 
philosophical, expressing his ideas about Shiva, Guru, faith, divine 
power etc. He believed in the inner intellectual strength of human beings 
and was always pained to see the selfishness of people. He believed in 
self analysis and always put himself on test. Life for him was an eternal 
conflict and rightly concluded that there was no inner peace till one 
overcame one's passions.  
Subhas had had an extremely facile pen and he would begin 
writing a sentence with clear thoughts and appropriate words that would 
not rush against each other impending the easy flow of writing. He 
would very seldom write a word or twice over and reject any portion 
that had come out of his pen. Yet his correspondence used to be piled up 
on his table and most of his letters remained unanswered. Subhas 
therefore gained unpopularity on this score. Of the letters that demanded 
prompt attention, he would select from the pile that swelled everyday. 
Subhas was always hard pressed for time; yet he bothered himself 
for the details of work that had been entrusted to a dependable person. 
He never felt satisfied till he had seen it, for everything had been 
moving in the manner he liked This practice absorbed a good deal of his 
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time and caused an amount of uneasiness in those who had been placed 
in charge of that work. He wrote everything out for himself, every 
speech, every letter, and in case a friend had, at the request of Subhas, 
ventured a draft, he revised it out of recognition .There is seldom 
anybody who can claim to have written out a speech or a letter for 
Subhas unless they were of trivial nature. His mastery over English 
language and the style that was Subhas’s own, encouraged nobody to 
write out anything for him. 
Subhas suffered from lack of a secretary worth the name .He had 
friends who could help him in various ways, but there was none, none 
on whom he could depend absolutely for any job until he met Emilie. He 
had many friends, but at the moral and intellectual level, Subhas kept 
himself a prisoner. He liked to roam alone groping his way to solutions 
of life and making a sojourn journey towards the Great Unknown. 
Subhas’s habits were simple and his wants very small. His dress 
and bed were plain and his belongings were very few. Yet he was not 
devoid of an aesthetic sense in everything. He hated gaudiness but was a 
lover of beauty of form, of setting, of nature. Artificiality in any sphere 
was distasteful to him. For simplicity in diet and his daily habits he was 
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always at home in unaccustomed surroundings, in villages, in the poor 
man’s hut and in the palaces of kings. 
He was extremely slovenly in the management of his routine 
business; important business waited till the last minute. Everybody 
around him knew that the last minute would bring a surprise in respect 
of certain essential documents or some other important business 
overlooked through leisureliness before. His friends always kept 
themselves ready for such emergencies, occurring almost everyday and 
smiled away the transitory irritation that Subhas displayed at the 
seeming unprepared ness of a friend that would accompany him in his 
tour. 
In home he was an affectionate and dutiful son, a loving kin, a 
devoted brother, a tender and sympathetic friend, great favourite of the 
children of the family and friends. To comrades and co-workers, he was 
more than a brother - a never failing friend. In want, affliction and 
distress, his name would first cross the mind because he would share the 
sorrow of the sufferers. 
 He was essentially kind hearted and his love for his people and 
country knew no bound. From his early age, his character showed that 
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he felt deeply for the poor. His love for his people was so irrespective 
of any caste, creed or race. It was the love for his people, their poverty 
and their systematic exploitation that roused in him the determination to 
break down the then present system of government to release his people 
from slavery and promote their economic welfare. 
 His inherent kindness was so great that he repeatedly told the 
members of his Azad Hind Fauj to leave the ranks if any of them did not 
feel inclined to fight. He would willingly give them opportunity to go 
rather than be compelled to award drastic punishment for their 
cowardice in the field of the battle. 
 That he loved his people, whether civilian or military, intensively 
and was prepared to undergo the same type of hardship and suffering as 
they underwent, was demonstrated at the time of our retreat from 
Rangoon to Bangkok. He could have easily gone by aeroplane, but he 
refused and marched long distances along with the troops by day as well 
as night. 
 The study of his writings brings out an interesting and important 
revelation that Subhas was greatly influenced by two personalities in his 
life Swami Vivekananda and Deshbandhu Chittranjan Das. 
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 Subhas expressed to his father that the ideals of Vivekananda 
were near to his heart. It is difficult to say which of the qualities of 
Swamiji appealed to Subhas the most, but from the activities of Subhas 
it is possible to make an idea that sister Nivedita's words about Swamiji 
that ‘the queen of his adoration was his motherland’ were liked by 
Subhas and he chose the thorny path of a patriot in preference to that of 
a monk. He was so much attracted by Swami Vivekananda's personality 
that he said to a friend in 1932 in an informal conversation that had 
Vivekananda been alive, he would have been at his feet. Swami 
Vivekananda's unbounded love for his countrymen filled Subhas's heart 
with appreciation.  Subhas was a devotee of Shakti, the perennial source 
of strength-physical and moral and he was immeasurably drawn towards 
Swamiji for the latter's adoration of Shakti. Equally influenced Subhas 
was by Deshbandhu Chittranjan Das. This influence is reflected in his 
letter to Hemendra Nath Deshgupta where he wrote that Deshbandhu 
Das was great and he considered himself so small in comparison that he 
thought he had not been able to realise how versatile his genius was, 
how large was his heart and how noble was his character. He even wrote 
that with his limited powers of head and heart and his poor language it 
would be impudent on his part to attempt or to say something about that 
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great soul Subhas was greatly impressed by Deshbandhu's love for 
people, his tremendous power of organization and his profound 
knowledge of Hindi and Bengali Subhas believed that among the Hindu 
leaders of India, Islam had one greater friend and he was Deshbandhu. 
 The untimely death of Deshbandhu deprived Subhas of the much 
needed guidance at a time when the exuberance of youth took the 
uppermost in political arena. It had been the greatest tragedy of his life 
and it is known that he grieved the loss of Deshbandhu much more than 
he did at the demise of his parents. By nature and training, and for the 
fact that he lacked many ties that make men cautious in life, he was 
rather impatient and wondered at the slow progress that the Congress 
made towards the attainment of 'Swaraj'. The check that Deshbandhu 
exercised over him having been removed by providence, he became a 
little intolerant of criticism, a draw back which he, perhaps in a degree, 
imbibed from his political 'guru'. 
 Swami Vivekananda, his guru, if we can describe so, was never 
known to have suffered from an overdose of humility and Subhas's life 
was faintly tinged with its color. But as a political worker he never 
allowed such feelings to gain upper head in him. Ordinarily he was 
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submissive and accommodating, but he never allowed, especially when 
principle was involved, submissiveness to degenerate into surrender. 
 Religious to the core right from the early boyhood, he placed 
absolute faith in the Divine Dispensation and would leave everything to 
God. He was a Worshiper of Shakti and her various symbolic 
representations i.e. Goddesses Kali and Durga and would make 
obeisance to the images of the Goddesses in public. His blemishless life, 
always striking for greater and greater strength is an embodiment of the 
tenets of the 'Upanishad'. His leanings were towards Hinduism shorn of 
its orthodoxy. He was not content with what he propagated by his 
speeches only. 
The study of his writings reveal that Subhas had his dedication to 
the cause of freedom of our nation, his conviction which is never based 
on a hasty judgment, his clear-headedness and his devotion to the 
motherland is relevant and important even today and it will be for ever.  
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